


I n  1520, when ~da r t i r i  Luther wrote "The Rabylonian 
Cap t iv i ty  of  t h e  Cflurchi', hc began h i s  d i scuss ion  of  
t h e  Sacrament of  Baptism with t h e s e  words : "Blcssed 
be God and t h e  Father  of  our  Lord Je sus  C h r i s t ,  h'ho 
according t o  t h e  r i c h e s  of  Ilis mercy (Ephesians 1:3.7)  
lias preserved i n  His church t h i s  sacrament a t  l e a s t ,  
untouched and un ta in t ed  by t h e  ordinances of  men. "1 
This was about as o p t i m i s t i c  a  s ta tement  a s  Luthcr 
could make regard ing  t h e  Itoman Ca tho l i c  Church and i t s  
d o c t r i n e  of  t h e  sacraments.  You w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  i n  
t h i s  t r e a t i s e  Luther t r e a t e d  Rome's d o c t r i n e  of  t h e  
Sacrantent: of t h e  A l t a r  and Penance nlucll more roughly. 
But even a s  1,utiler begins h i s  d i scuss ion  of  Baptism, 
he neverti-le1ess laments t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  
"scarce ly  any who c a l l  t o  mind t h e i r  own baptism, and 
s t i l l  fewer who g lo ry  i n  i t ," (page 179) This would 
he reason enough why such a  top ic-should  be a  proper  
one f o r  s tudy  and d i scuss ion ,  

Vie should aLw note t h a t  i n  r e c e n t  years t h e r e  
has  heen a new i n t e r e s t  i n  bapt ism,  a s  evidenced by 
t h e  spate  of  books t h a t  have been publ ished regard ing  
i t .  For example, two (:ernan Lutheran scholars 
(Joachim  erem mi as and Kurt  Aland) Ilave been carry ing 
sn a conmovcrsy as t o  whether t h e  early- cl~uarch prac-  
t i ced  infaplt baptism, A Swiss theologian  (Oscar Cull- 
maan) has  a l s o  been involved i n  t h i s  res tudy .  The 
Ea~gPisIl and t h e  Pmericans Ilave a l s o  joined i n  what has  
become, more o r  l e s s ,  a theological  f r a y .  'I'l~is l a t e s t  
ou tbu r s t  o f  ivritings on baptism was no doubt caused 
by Karl Ba-sth9s book, f i r s t  publ i sh& i n  1943: The 
'Feacfaing o f  the CEaurclh Regarsaing -- a fle faere re- 
jects " t h e  causal connect ion between t h e  -adminis t ra -  
t i o n  of water baptism and r egene ra t ion .  t ' 2  
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Al~otlicr f a c t o r  wi~icji 1i35 drivel> 11s bnci, t o  s t u d y  
baptism i s  tile uneasy f e e l i i l ~  t ha t  c o n f i r m a t i o n  ancl 
otiicr c i i~ i r c i~  rites hnvc ~ ) C C O P ~ ~  ?.lore iiilportant i l l  ti:c 
d a i l y  l i f e  of  tile Chr i s t i an  than  b a p t i s i ; ~  and tllc 
o t h e r  means of  grace .  In 1948, D r .  Sasse,  i n  one of 
h i s  ' Let ters ' !  ivrotc o f  bap t i sn~ ,  ' Every invest- ignt  ion 
of  tile Sacrament of finijtism ~ u s t  begin r i i t i l  tire 
assun~ption t h a t  baptiscl i s  a sacrament,  a Means of  
Grace i n  t h e  s t r i c t  sense ,  and not  a  more o r  l e s s  
p r e t t y ,  more o r  l e s s  appropr ia te  custorn o f  t h e  church 
a s  confirmation,  wedding, and buri  a l  . . '3 

1 

The church 's  l o s s  of  i t s  youth, t h e  problem re- 
garding t h e  time most s u i t a b l e  f o r  conf i r~ i ia t ion ,  tile 
mat te r  of withholding t h e  Sacranterlt of  tile A l t a r  from 
young Ci l r i s t ians ,  a r e  not unimportant and should lead 
us t o  th ink  uore deeply about ilor; tile iloly S p i r i t  a c t s  
t o  engender and preserve  f a i t h .  P ieper ,  t oo ,  warned 
us  years  ago t h a t  "r.e must beware of  supplant ing hap- 
tislii with confirmation.  There i s  a t r end  i n  our  day, 
a l s o  among Lutkcrans , t o  e x a l t  c o n f i r n a t i o ~ l  a t  tllc 
expense of  baptism. "4 

Any discuss ion  o f  baptism from tlie Lutheran po in t  
o f  viex must begin ~itfi  tile Lutl~eran view of  tile Gos- 
pel o r  t h e  !:cans of  Gracc. TIie Eieans o f  Grace a r e  
those  nieanns by which t h e  tloly S p i r i t  i n v i t e s  us  t o  
come t o  our Savior  and a t  t h e  sane tillre g ives  us 
s t r e n g t h  t o  accept  L!is grace. A s  an a l t a r  pa in t ing  
by Lucas Cranach i n  tile s t a t e  church i n  iaJittcnberg, 
1547, sliows , t h e  Lutheran ciiurcll t i lougi~t o f  ' fou r  
;Icans of  Gracc" (iii.e Vier Cnadenrnittel) : Uaptisni, t h e  ..- -- - 
Lord ' s Supper, Preaching, ancl Iridividual Absolution. 
l'iiese were t h e  neans by ~ r h i c h  God's grace was con- 
f e r r e d  up011 t h e  inuiv idual  be l i eve r .  ?'ire tlugsburg 
Confession s t a t e s  : : 1'mt we lilay obtaii ,  ti1i.s f a i t t i ,  
t h e  n i in is t ry  of teaching t h e  Gospel and a d n i n i s t e r i n g  
t h e  Sacraments was i n s t i t u t e d .  For thro~lgii  tile Kord 
and Sacramcl~ts , a s  tllroug;! i n s t ru~ncn t s  , tile i:oly Giiost 
i s  given,  1,710 ~ i o r l ~ s  fai t i - , ,  uilcre 3116 WI.CII i t  p l eascs  
God, i n  tllem t h a t  kenr  tlie Gospel, t o  \ t i i t ,  t h a t  God, 
iiot f o r  our  own i ~ ~ e r i t s ,  1)ut f o r  Cwist 's sake,  

justifies those wllo be l ieve  t h a t  they a r e  rece ived  
i n t o  grace f o r  C h r i s t ' s  sake." ( A r t i c l e  V) This t r u t h  
i s  r e i t e r a t e d  again i n  i l r t i c l e  XIII: "Of t h e  use of  
t h e  sacraments,  thcy teach  t h a t  t h e  sacraments were 
ordained,  not  only t o  be marks of profess ion  among 
men, bu t  r a t h e r  t o  be s igns  and testinlorlies of t h e  
w i l l  of God toward us ,  i n s t i t u t e d  t o  awaken and con- 
f i rm f a i t h  i n  those  who use  them.'' 

Baptism is  not  only c a l l e d  orle of t h e  ?leans of 
Grace, but  more s p e c i f i c a l l y  it i s  c a l l e d  a "Sacra- 
ment". And perhaps we sliould b r i e f l y  mention what a 
sacrancnt  i s  and how t h e  term i s  used i n  thc  Lutheran 
Cllurch. The term is  not  used i n  S c r i p t u r e ,  but  i t  
has been uscd by t h c  church t o  designate c e r t a i n  
S c r i p t u r a l  t r u t h s .  A s  Pieper  notes  (Volume 3, page 
l 1 5 ) ,  t h e r e  i s  not  nruch use i n  arguing about t h e  num- 
ber  of sacraments u n t i l  agreement is  reached on t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  of a sacrament. Luther,  i n  t h e  "Babylonian 
Captivi ty",  dec la re s  t h a t  he must deny t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  
seven sacraments,  and "for  t h e  p resen t  maintain t h a t  
thcre  are but  th ree  : Baptism, Penance, and The 
liread. "5 The k4polog)p, fol lowing t h i s  l i n e  of thought ,  
says:  "If we ca l l  sacralnents r i t e s  which have t h e  
conmarid o f  God and t o  which the  promise o f  grace has 
been added, it i s  easy t o  decide what are properly 
sacraments. With t h a t  d e f i n i t i o n  three sacraments 
are l i s t e d :  Gaptisn, The Lord's Supper, and Absolu- 
t i o n .  Luther ,  however, i n  t h e  Large Catechism, takes 
a mare narrow d e f i n i t i o n  of s a - c r a ~ e n t  when he says : 
ftlile I1x.e now finish& t h e  tizree ch ie f  par t s  s f  t h e  
comsn  C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e .  Besides t hese  we have y e t  
t o  speak of ou r  two sacraments i n s t i t u t e d  by C h r i s t ,  
o f  i'hich a l s o  every C h r i s t i a n  ought t o  have a t  l e a s t  
an o rd ina ry ,  b r i e f  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  because without them 
t h e r e  can be no ~hristian."~ Luther here adds t h e  
v i s i b l e  element t o  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of a sacrament, and 
t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  has  became common t o  us s i n c e  t h a t  
time, To s tamar ize ,  then, a  sacrament i s  a Sacred act 
i n s t i t u t e d  by the Lord IIimself, i n  which, by v i s i b l e  
nleans, ile g ive s  and seals iris i n v i s i b l e  grace.  Baptism 
was iaastitutcd f o r  " the remission o f  s i n s "  (Acts 2:38), 
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I i n  tikc L o r d ' s  Su1) lc r  Cilrist i :estoius ; ; i s  !ioti) Liilc 

I>lood ' for. t n e  rc:.:issi 0x1 ui-' siiis' [ I , L ~ , C  22 : 19.2(;,  
;::*tti;e\z; 2 6 : 2 ~ ) - - 2 S ) .  

','i;e s;icrar;,cni i s  ti:c Coiii'c 1 . : :e i n r  i ch Corrii.:iiiin 
ri::!!t.ly rcninds u s  t h a t  ' tile sacrament is  o n l ~ ?  n~iot i icr  
form of  tire Kord of Gxl. ' ."  'i'ikis : )osic  t l~ougirt  i s  t h e  
LC;,. t o  1,uther. s t eachi  nj; concerni ng tile sacraments . 
f:ut:.~er used tile :iorcl "sign" (2cicf:cn) i l l  a d i f f e r e n t  
sense fro~il what i i e  use  tile i;ord ' s ig l i ' '  o r  ! 'sy:~i)ol;*.  
I t  was not so~te t l l ing  "absent o r  fu tu re"  itut "a forin of  
s o ~ e t k i n g  p re sen t  and y e t  i n v i s i b l e .  ' -) i;ornha~nr., 
si~cal,ing o f  t h i s  concept of  Luther,  says :  ' tilc s ) ~ ~ l ~ o l  
i s  not r lccessar i ly  r c l a t c d  t o  i t s  oljject.  T:ic siiake 
is  a s)~::)ol of  clcceit ,  b u t  t i ~ i s  does not  ii:rply an)- 
i n t e r n a l  co~l r lec t io~l  :~elkh:.:ocn t h e  srlake arlcf d e c e i t ,  . . . 
7'11is i s  not  \:::at LutIlcr had i n  mind when Ilc used tile 
o r  I . . 'l'lic s ign  he had i n  m i r l c l  i s  an e f f c c -  
t i v c  one. !',;hatevcr i t  represents a c t u a l l y  happens. 
Baptism and Iioly Cornnunion do not  only speak: of  f o r -  
giveness  of s i n s ;  tliey a l s o  conta in  and c f f e c t  i t .  
'Tiicy a r e ,  t : i c rc fore ,  t h e  iixage of  an ob jec t  t l tat is 
present  and y c t  i nv i s i : ) l e .  l'licy i l o t  only p i c t u r e  a 
distai l t  r e a l i  t y ;  tiicy conta in  i t .  That a p p l i e s  t o  
:~:1atever Luther c a l l s  a sacrai::ent . '* lo  111 c l e v e l q ~ i n ~  
t h e  t,lenc God ti:e i b l y  S p i r i t  Acts i n  Daptism , \:e 
s l ~ a l l  i n  general fol low tile o u t l i n e  GE I,ut:ter i n  liis 
Tlie Small Catechism. -- 

A s  a focal  po in t  o f  our  discussior i ,  l e t  u s  heel) 
i n  r?i~ld LutI1~r  ' s ques t ions  a l ~ d  a n s w r s  : 1;1:a2; i s  
3aptisr:i? Hnptisr.1 i s  not  s inl j ly  wntcr ,  [;tit it i s  t i l t .  

\.rater cori.iprcheilcicd in (;od ' s con:~~~arld a11C corlnectec! 
r r i t i l  Goti s '..:c)rd a i,;:1;1'& i s  t'iiat i:orl: tti-ti! col:;;ilnnC o f  
God conceril i~tg 13apt ism? J t s u s  snjrs : ''A1 1 nut ; ior.i ty 
;lat:i f~ce'il give11 rulto i l l  iiesveit ail& ori ea r th .  Go 
yc t i- lercforc,  aiici i ~ d c  4iscij: i les o f  a l l  tile 1 m t i a 1 5 ,  

, a l1aj2-t;izing tl:e;,l irkto tile t1a:;Ie of t i l e  I-:a-tiier, 211d 0 2  
: ; ] ;  t r ~ : ? ~ i ; i ~ ~  t , i ~ , i ,  ::I 

observe a l l  t i l ings wliatsocver I co~iusanded you. " 

!:'e begin w i t i ;  water .  But why water? Ni~tly d i d  t h e  
Lord use such a commonplace substance a s  water  with 
w:tich t o  convcy such g lo r ious  b l e s s ings?  There a r e  
many e x o t i c  and myst ic  l i q u i d s ,  bu t  water  i s  not  con- 
s idered  t o  be one of  them. There a r e  s t i l l  many l i k e  
Xaanlan, who when they learned t h a t  t h e  water of  Bap- 
tism is  a gracious water  of  l i f e  "turned and went 
away i n  a rage ' '  (2 Kings 5:12).  

The answer i s  t h a t  God has  commanded us  t o  use  
water .  Gut a second t l iougl~t  should remind us t h a t  
humanly speaking t h e r e  could be no more appropr ia te  
agent ttian water .  Water i s  t h e  most abundant and t h e  
most e s s e n t i a l  compound with which man d e a l s .  ?'ftc 
funct ions  of  water  i n  na tu re  a r e  innumerable. A 
chcnlist wr i t i ng  a 1969 co l l ege  c t ie~nis t ry  textbook says :  
"The most important co~npound of  hydrogen is i t s  oxide,  
water (fi20),  which i s  s o  widely d i s t r i b u t e d ,  s o  abun- 
dant ,  and s o  important t h a t  t o  d i scuss  it f u l l y  would 
r e q u i r e  volumes. I t  i s  contained i n  a l l  p l a n t s  and 
animals and i n  many minerals .  . . . Water i s  essen- 
t i a l  f o r  t h e  l i f e  processes o f  a l l  l i v i n g  organisms, 
i n  add i t ion ,  it tends  t o  minimize f o r  them t h e  e f f e c t  
of  ou t s ide  changes of  temperature. . . . I t  has  
muc11 t o  do wi t11  t h e  weather,  with t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  with 
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and, i n  s h o r t ,  with our  very  being. "11 

In  view of  t h e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  o f  t h e  uses  of water ,  
it i s  not  s t r ange  a t  a l l  t h a t  t h e  Lord prescr ibed  
r i t u a l  wasilings f o r  Ilis people i n  t h e  Old Testament. 
Tile L c v i t i c a l  system of worship was of "divers  
washings" (Hebrews 9 : 10) .  The p r i e s t s  were washed as 
they began t h e i r  sacred  s e r v i c e  (Exodus 29:4). People 
were ordered t o  "wash t h e i r  c lo thes"  (Exodus 19 : l o ) .  
b,%ile t h e  New Testament baptism is  d i r e c t l y  i n s t i t u t e d  
by our Lord and not  merely a New Testament development 
from t h e  L c v i t i c a l  law, one can say  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t  of  
t h e  ceremonial law pref igured  New Testament baptism. 
These r i t u a l  washings cons tan t ly  reminded t h e  Children 
of I s r a e l  t h a t  they were d e f i l e d  by s i n  and t h a t  s i n  
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i..:ts ;t l iarrier  I)t.t\;eeri t ; .~ ' i7 :ind ! ; o c ~ ,  s i ~ i  l,.i;i C I L  I ~ c c ' c I ~ G  
t o  1.c. oi t l i t c r r r tc< .  1'0~1 \<il l  rcl'c:111 that: i;nvid cricci 
o11t i I: :ii 5 rct!)crtta:cc : "1;asi. ;:1c t:tvougl;b)- f-rn1-i liiinc 
I i t .  . . . ;:as:) rle, nlid I s : l a l l  be ~ ; i . i t e r  t!lan 
s11o::l" (I'sCIl~ii 51 : 2 . 7 )  . T s a i a ! ~  llleacieci h r i t k  t!ic dc- 
f i l e d  lieolllc o f  iiis t i x c :  "\;as!; you,  1w1,c )'OU c l ~ a i l ;  
;jut a t iq r  t i le  e v i l  o f  )-our cloiilgs'* (1s:iiaii 1 : 10) . 

ll;icri t l i e r c  u e r c  t u o  peat C V C ~ ~ S  i n  tl1c ii i  stor:' 
ol' God's i)coi>lc i n  t h e  illd ' I ' es ta~~icnt  \t.;iic:i illustrated 
:lot o n l y  the ~ i e s t r u c t i v c  i)O:iCr o f  v a t c r  i u t  e s j ; ec ia i ly  
t i le  s a v i n g  jio\:cY o f  :irnter f o r  God's ~ . e o p l c .  1l.e in- 
s j l i ~ e d  ':c:i ' i 'estanerlt v;ritcl-s, P c t e r  nrld Pnul , a s s e r t  
t i in t  batik these e v e ~ i t s  are t y ~ ~ e s  02 tlle Lev: ' l ' es tn~:~ent  
baijt is1.i. P e t c r  c a l  l s t o  rcr le l .~i~rancc hovd God, dur ing 
t i ic dn.rs of  :;oaii, saved eil;:lt s o u l s  Sy ikT;iter, rc!licil 
1)refi:ure~l tikc w a t e r s  o f  b a l i t i s n  tlrrougli ~j:iiicll rje a r c  
nov; saved ( I  Peter 3 :20 .21) .  

Paul sees t h e  lniraculous c ross ing  o f  t h e  [led Sea 
as 3 t y l x  o f  iioly L3aptis:a: "; ;orcovcr,  i-,retl:rcn, I 
~ : o a l d  n o t  t i in t  1-e s!:onlcl !?c i g n o r a n t ,  I ~ o l . :  t l m t  a11 
o u r  father:; 1;erc under t ! :~  c l o u d ,  and a l l  passed  
t!iroug:i t i le  s e a ;  ilnc'; were : t l l  lia1:tizeci u n t o  Yoses i!i 
t h e  c loud and i n  tl:e sea' '  ( I  i 'or in t i l i  a n s  10 : 1 . 2 )  . 

Before co~? ing  t o  a c o n s i G e r a t i o n  of Cfirist's corn- 
man& i n  b!:ittlicti 2 8  t o  'uapti  ze a l l  r lat ioits ,  k;e shou ld  
n o t e  t h a t  :il;iat i s  c a l l e d  p r o s c l y t c  ha1)tism had becn 
i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  Jewisii n a t i o n  s o r n e t i ~ : ~ ~  I )cfore  
Chr i s t  ' s  appearance .  Oscar Cul lnann holds  t h a t  i3nptisn: 
as an e x t c r ~ l a l  a c t  i s  not tile c r e a t i ~ ~ l  of  J e sus  be- 
cnusc t'.luJais:il a l r e a d y  1,ilows o f  t l ic  bziptis~!? o f  p r o s e -  
l y t e s  coliling o v e r  fror:~ i l ca t i~en i sm.  ' 1 2  S r i c  Fly ,  Gcil- 
t i 1 e c o n v e r t s  t o  Juciair,::~ l iere  reciuireu t o  iicl;,ons t r a t  c 
their ci1an;:';: i n  l r e l i c f s  5:. accel) t i i lg  c i r c u m c i s i o n  i n  
tile c a s c  o f  illen and,  i l l  t l ic  c a s c  o f  1)ot;i ltlerl allti W O I ~ ~ C I ~ ,  

) b e i n g  i)a; i t izcd.  

3 a p t i s ;  1 \:as, t:iuref'orc, no t  ui11,no:;ri t o  t h e  ,Jc:c- 
i s l ~  i i c o ~ ~ l e  iii~en 20iin tile i : r ~ j i t i s t  a p p e a r c ~ l  t:ireacllin:, 
t L l c  Laptis:; o f  r'ei,c~ltancc f o r  tjie r c i ~ i s s i u ~ !  o f  sirts' 

(Luke 3 : 3) . iillen t h e  Jewish a u t h o r i t i e s  came from 
t h e  Sanhedrin they d i d  not  ques t ion  so  l~luch t h e  r i t e  
of bap t i s~n  which John was perfortning a s  they d i d  h i s  
au t l lor i ty  t o  preach and bap t i ze  (John 1 : 19-27) . 

John ' s  baptism, it  must be noted ,  was no t  merely 
a  symbol o f  p u r i f i c a t i o n  o r  an outward confession on 
t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  one who rece ived  baptism t h a t  he was 
i n  need of repentance,  bu t  John ' s  baptism, l i k e  t h e  
Chr i s t i an  baptism i n s t i t u t e d  by C h r i s t ,  was a baptism 
f o r  t h e  remission of s i n s .  This very expression em- 
ployed by Hark and Luke t o  desc r ibe  J o l ~ n ' s  baptism i s  
t h a t  same used i n  t h e  Acts of  t h e  Apostles ( 2 : 3 8 )  i n  
connection with t h e  C h r i s t i a n  baptism. While it is  
t r u e ,  a s  P ieper  remarks, "a c o r r e c t  understanding o f  
John ' s  baptism i s ,  o f  course,  no longer  of inunediate 
p r a c t i c a l  va lue  inasmuch a s  no one today r ece ives  
t h a t  baptism ,"I3 S c r i p t u r e  f o r c e s  us  t o  acknowledge 
no e s s e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  between John ' s  baptism and 
t h e  one t h a t  C h r i s t  i n s t i t u t e d  f o r  t h e  churcl.1. 

Chr i s t  i s  t h e  au thor  of  t h e  Sacrament of  Eaptisn!, 
t h e  author  of  i t s  command and of  i t s  promise. Af t e r  
His re sus rec t ion ,  our  Savior  had given t h e  express  
command t o  H i s  d i s c i p l e s  t h a t  they should assemble i n  
a c e r t a i n  &!ount i n  G a l i l e e  where IXe g ives  them t h e  
g r e a t  missionary command. tiis opening words a r c  
ma jes t i c :  " A l l  power i s  given unto  me i n  heaven and 
on e a r t h , "  IIe i s  not  speaking he re  of  His d i v i n i t y ,  
f o r  i i e  has  a l l  power from e t e r n i t y .  I t  i s  H i s  human 
na tu re  t h a t  has  received t h i s  power, given H i m  a t  Iiis 
inca rna t ion .  A s  I!e s t ands  be fo re  them i n  a  s p i r i t u a l  
body, t r u e  man a s  ever  dur ing  His e a r t h l y  l i f e  bu t  no 
longer  i n  humil i ty  and weakness, lie now i n  t h e - s t a t e  
of Ilis e x a l t a t i o n  p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  t h e  omnipotence of 
God i n  t h e  f u l l e s t  sense (Formula of  Concord, A r t i c l e  
V X I X ) .  IIe i s  t h e  almighty God with unl imi ted  author-  
i t y ,  and s i n c e  t h i s  is t r u e ,  what Ile now com~nands is  
of t h e  ch ie f  importance t o  Ilis fo l lowers .  As a r e -  
s u l t  of t h i s  g r e a t  powcr (" thcrcforev)  , our Savior  now 
gives  Ilis d i s c i p l e s  t h e  t a s k  t o  go and preach t h e  Gos- 
p e l  t o  every c r e a t u r e ,  t o  make a l l  na t ions  l i i s  
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:;eaits of  Grace. F i r s t  t11er.e i s  i iqtt is::~ i n t o  tilc 
i13izic\ 0f ~ ; I C  ] ' 2 t ! l ~ ~ ,  t ; i ~  COI:, ;lIld t i l C  i ioly G i i 0 5 t .  , ) J * .  

Joiianiles Ylvi s ahe r  sa1.s : "l'o ilapt i z c  t o  tlic 'i 'riuiie 
God i s  to place  tile one 1:iio i s  ' ~ a l t t i z e l ,  t1:rougIi 
:;aptism, i n t o  connunion \ : i t i t  tile 'Trii i i ty,  i i l  sucl: 3 

iiny t h a t  tilt o i ~ j e c t  of  t h2  a c t  is Ilis ~ I O S S C S S ~ O I L  all< 

is detiicatcd to ; ; i s  s e r v i c e .  tllc narne of  God 
expresses  Cod a s  lie has rcvealcd l~ijrtself  t o  nen. I t  
i s ,  t ! ~ e r e f o r e ,  t i l t .  Triune !;or! ttlio i s  tile effective 
agent i n  I ~ a p t  is;.\. 14  'ii:c second :.beans u f  i.ia!iin;: 
d i s c i l ~ l c s  i s  t h a t  o f  ter-tciii~rg tlicr;: t o  observe a l l  
t i l ings 7,iiiiclt J c sus  Lad co~:u,li t t c d  t o  Iiis d i s c i p l e s ,  

t h i s  comantl,  tiic Savior  gave  tlie pr.or:iise tha t  
;kc i<ould bc x i t ! ~   is pcuple  u n t i l  t;tc c d  of t i ~ ~ i c .  

I t  123s 011 t h c  basis of  tilis c l c n r  j~assagc. of 
Scripture t h a t  Lutilcr asserted ti13-t i)a~!t is:,.: \ins zo t  
siri;;l:r. rvtrtcr I ~ u t  v:ater co~,q?re;iernldctl i n  Gocl ' s con-- 
i'iarld and coilrlecte~l : k l i  t ;i  God ' s :\.'or;. Cod ' s C O I . I I ; I ~ Y ~ ~ :  

loo!;ied vcrj- large i r i  Lutilcr ' s theof ogy of i~ap t  is1:i. 

Iri tile Lari;e Catccitisi:i iLc declared : ' F o r  t h c  hcr~lel .  
in tlic i<;ater i s  5odi s '.;cjrd o r  cor?l:lar~ci and t i i c  name of 
C;od !:~'rlic!l i s  cl treasvire greater- and nohder thail 
ltc-aven a11d eart'rl" ( T r i g .  735) , 

In 1528, Lutller m o t e  a t r e a t i s e  for two pas to r s  
:illlo iiad inqui red  aitcmt t l ~ e  d o c t r i n e  of  t!lc >b.abap- 
z i s t s .  lii:; r r c c ~ r s i n ~  eii:i)tittsis i n  t l ia t  t r e a t i s e  i s  
t h a t  !?ie g e t  bapt ized not because iqe a r e  s u r e  of  f 3 i t ; i  
but because Gocl 1135 ~~tl~ilit~ldtlC; i e  and rsi 11 ;lave i t  : 

!;nptisr.i, t o o ,  i s  3 !tlorl; of God, rlot inivented ii)- ilan 
t coru1larlGei y Goti nncl ! . i tnesscd  t o  t;lc Go.sl)el.' 15 
.:;:a illst tl:c .;ilai,;+ptist t i i e s i s  t i .a t  c;iilcircil should ilot 

Ile i - ~ a ~ l t i z c c  I3ccausc tilt). c a i l l t  ! ~ c l i c v e ,  t ; ~ ~ , s  l.,al,i~tg 
i,a!it iicl~enc~ orl onc ' s Fai t.lr , i,utl!er tll\iildcrs : For 
even i f  I. \\.ere lrcvcr certain anynore 01 f f a i  t l l ,  P sti 1 P 
all1 ce r t a in  of t l l c  eoiu,~;lt;ci oi' I;L!c;, t i l a t  G O C ~  b i i tc t t '~~ 
to i l ; t , ~ t i  zt2 , f o r  t;lls I;L \  :,31 : 1: t t l~  hil0:;l.i t j l~~0 l lg :~0~1 t  t i i ~  

world. Iai t h i s  f canno t  e r r ,  f o r  C;odls conmand can- 
riot deceive.  iiut of  my Paiti i  iie l i a ~  never s a i d  any- 
t h ing  t o  anyone, nor  issued an order  o r  command con- 
cerning it .': ($. 252)  

'li'e sliould no te  t h a t  Cilristrs cornmand i s  t o  bap- 
t i z e  i n t o  tile n a w  of  t h e  Fa the r ,  t h e  Son and t h e  
Eioly Ghost, Some have urged t h a t  t h i s  is not  neces- 
s a r y  because P e t e r  on Pentecost  admonished h i s  
hearers t o  be bapt ized  " in the name of  J c sus  Chr i s t "  
(Acts 2 : 3 8 ) .  a c t s  8:16 d e s c r i b e  bay t i sn  a s  " in  t h e  
name of  t h e  Lord J e s u s y t ,  arrd Acts 10:48 desc r ibe  i t  
"in t h e  name of  the Lord.'' 1,uther takes no te  of  t h i s  
i n  "The Babylonian Cap t iv i ty  of  t h e  ~ l i u r c h , " ' ~  bu t  he 
r e f u s e s  t o  g e t  i n t o  a d i s p u t e  about t h i s ,  saying 
"baptism t r u l y  saves i n  whatever way i t  i s  adminis- 
t e r c d ,  i f  only it i s  administered not  i n  t h e  name of  
man bu t  i n  t h e  name of  t h c  Lord" (p. 186) . I7 Yet t h e  
comand of  our  Lord is very c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  bapt ismal  
formula is t h e  T r i n i t a r i a n  formula. C h r i s t  mentioned 
t h e  ind iv idua l  persons of  t l lc T r i n i t y  i n  t h e  formula. 
Pieyer very a p t l y  s a y s ,  "We agree  wi th  those  theolo- 
g i ans  who libold t h a t  t h e  i4attllew 26:  19 formula of  bap- 
t i s m  i s  t h e  most f i t t i n g ,  t h e  simplest, and t h e  
' s a f e s t ' '  (Volunie 3 ,  y. 2631) , 

F i n a l l y ,  i n  d i scuss ing  C'l-iristrs i n s t i t u t i o n  of  
b a p t i s ~ ? ~  it i s  X I ~ C C S S ~ F Y  to look a t  t h e  ~nethsd  of 
baptism. In  ~ ~ r e v i o u s  years t h e s e  used t o  be a g r e a t  
dea l  of d iscuss ion  about the method of  baptism, some 
holding that  inmersion should be exc lus ive ly  used. 
(Comvare, f o r  example Krautlz8 s twenty-f ive pages om% . * 
i rni~ersian i n  h i s  - The Conservat ive Reformation -- And I t s  
Theology). No doubt inunersion was p r a c t i c e d  i n  t h e  ---- 
e a r l y  clilurch and has been p r a c t i c e d  more o s  less  
sincc t h a t  t i n e ,  The matter, however, i s  not  g r e a t l y  
discussed today s i n c e  a s tudy  of  t h e  use of  the  word 
" t o  bapltizc" indicates  \ghat P iepcr  has said: "Bap- 
tism can be  pc-sformed 5g7 immersioal, pouring,  o r  
s ~ ~ r i n k l i n g  , because merely denotes  t h e  ap- 
~ ~ l l c a t a b o n  o f  water ~ ~ i t l - i o u t  any imp l i ca t ion  as 4;s t h e  
Kay it i s  applied" (Volume 3 ,  p .  256) .  I t  i s  well 
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" t o  bapltizc" indicates  \ghat P iepcr  has said: "Bap- 
tism can be  pc-sformed 5g7 immersioal, pouring,  o r  
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~ ~ l l c a t a b o n  o f  water ~ ~ i t l - i o u t  any imp l i ca t ion  as 4;s t h e  
Kay it i s  applied" (Volume 3 ,  p .  256) .  I t  i s  well 
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I)c ~ ~ c T ~ o T I ~ ~ ~ c J  i)y ir xiersi 011, not  ' ?)ecausc I t i i i r l k .  it 
rlccessarjr, but L ~ c c ~ ~ u s c  i t  would be beautiful t o  llavc 
i t  f u l l  ancl perfect  sigli of  s o  ~ j c r f c c t  a thin:;; as 
a l s o ,  rii tilout doubt, it \\Ins i j l s t i t u t e i  i,y (:llrist . '  lY 

To bring t h i s  cliscussion 1'1) t o  d a t e ,  l e t  nie c,uote 
Prof .  Dale :;ood)- summarizing Larl l ; r t r t i i t  s viett.s as s e t  
f o r t h  i n  1933: "Serious q u e s t i o ~ i s  are r a i sed  a l ~ o u t  
tile s u b s t i t u t i o n  of sp r ink l ing  and even mere i t~oistening 
t h a t  has bccoiile a 2 a r t  of tllc irlrlocuous forix of pres-  
ent-day baptisr,l, but  Lartii agrees with Lutllcr i i i  tlie 
c o l i t u ~ ~ t i o n  t h a t  tile mode of i.r.lmcrsion, a1 t!::ough titc 
~ o s  t ai,],ropriate, i s  not  tile main p o i n t .  ' 

Xow t h a t  it has lzeen e s t ab l i shed  t h a t  God com- 
mands baptism, one n a t u r a l l y  a sks ,  !hat good i s  i t ?  
Luther,  i n  tlie Small Cateci~isr~i ,  says :  ''1:lint does 
bapt i sn  g ive  o r  p r o f i t ?  hlaptis~n works forgiveness of 
s i n s ,  d e l i v e r s  froc: &eat11 and tile d e v i l ,  ancl g ives  
e te r l ia l  s a l v a t i o n  t o  a l l  xilo be l i eve  ti-#is, a s  tile 
::orcis aild pro:;iiscs of God ~ l e c l a r e .  ?,'hicil a r c  tllosc 
vords and pro;;tises of  God'! (.iirist, our  Lord, s ays ,  
'!ark 16,' 16: iic t h a t  b c l i e v c t l ~  znd i s  bapt ized  sf-lall 
be saved; but  he t h a t  belicvetka not  s h a l l  be damned. 

D a y t i s ~  i s  a means of  j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  'The Luther- 
an Confcssioits fol low Luther Elere: "A sacrarrle~lt i s  a 
ccrenoIiy o r  work i n  which God presents  t o  us t h a t  
~ i h i c h  t h c  promise annexed t o  tlic ceremony o f f c r s ;  a s ,  
b a p t i s ~  i s  a work, not  w1:icl: xc o f f e r  t o  God, but  i n  
~ ~ l i i c i l  God bap t i zes  U S ,  i .  e .  , a r ! t in is ter  i x  t h e  jllacc 
of G ~ r i ;  and God ilerc o f f e r s  and p resen t s  tile ret,;ission 
of  s i n s ,  e t c .  , according t o  tikc prot:~ise,  - a r k  16 ; l i ~  : 
! :c  t h a t  i ~ e l i e v e t ~ t  and is 1)try;tizcG silala i,e saved. 
(? ' r ig .  I). 339) 

,Jes~ts '  \<orcis are c l e a r .  'to tile ques t ion ,  x r~a t  
]-lust I: uo t o  LC s ; ~ v L ? c ~ ,  f o l l o ~ , ' ~  tile ansiicr,  t h a t  

be l i eves  and i s  bapt ized  sltall b c  saved .  Forgiveness 
o f  s i n s  i s  conferred efirough t h e  medium of t h e  Gospel, 
but  t h e  g r e a t  b e n e f i t s  o f  C h r i s t f s  s a l v a t i o n  a r e  con- 
f e r r e d  a l s o  tiirougll baptism. Eaptism bestows, and 
t h e  be l i ev ing  bapt ized  person accepts  and r ece ives ,  
t h e  g r e a t  s a l v a t i o n  from t h e  Savior .  

With regard  t o  hiark 16: 16,  we come t o  a ques t ion  
whether o r  not  verses  9 t o  20 a r e  a p a r t  of  t h e  Gospel 
according t o  S t .  Hark. Some manuscripts do not  c a r r y  
i t ,  but  o t h e r  important manuscripts do. This i s  a 
n a t t e r  f o r  t e x t u a l  c r i t i c i s m ,  and t h e  opinions a r e  d i -  
vided on t h i s .  Vincent Taylor ,  i n  a r ecen t  commentary 
on ?lark,  says :  "I t  i s  an almost u n i v e r s a l l y  he ld  
corlclusion t h a t  l6:9-20 i s  no t  an o r i g i n a l  p a r t  of  
:!ark. "20 Lutlleran commentators, such as Kretzmann 
and Lcnski, accept  t hese  ve r ses  a s  genuine. D r .  t ' J i l -  
l i m  Arndt , a great Ijew 3'estameal-t s cho la r  and co- 
au thor  of orre of t h e  s tandard  i\a'cW Testament Dict ion-  
a r i e s ,  has t h i s  t o  say about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t i o n :  
"Eu5ebius fd, 3401, f o r  i n s t ance  was confronted with 
tlic problem wilether &lark 16: 9-20 was r e a l l y  p a r t  of 
Mark's Gospel. Cer ta in  o ld  bWIS. i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  of 
Caesarea d i d  not  contain t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  tie s tud ied  
t h e  matter, as he  t e l l s  us ,  and he reached t h e  con- 
c lus ion  t h a t  these  verscs were no% genuine, It was 
i n  my opinion a mistaken judgment." (CTi\i, Apr i l ,  1952, 
p, 282) 

But otlaer Scripture 13arssagcs bes ides  bilark P4 : 16 
are a l s o  very clear as to what Eaptism i s ,  A t  t h e  
conclusion of his sermon on Pentecost ,  Pe te r  i n v i t e s  
t h e  gattlered people t o  repent  and be bapt ized i n  t h e  
nanle of Jesus Chr i s t  f o r  tile remission o f  s i n s  and 
they  r\i~uld r@@cive t h e  g i f t  of  t h e  IIoaby S p i r i t .  
Ananias t o l d  Paul  t o  be bapt ized  and wash away h i s  
s i n s  (ilcts 22:16). A s  a f u r t h e r  explanat ion  of t h e  
b l e s s i n g s  of bapt ism,  the &~sr;"cle Paul t e l l s  us i n  
Cpi~esinns 5:26 t h a t  C h r i s t  loved t h c  church, gave 
j i i~?~sclf  f o r  i t ;  t h a t  tie migIit s a n c t i f y  and c leanse  it 
hy mealas of  t h e  waSlring of water i n  t h e  i'lord, And 
Pctcr. declares t h a t  bapt ism saves u s ,  not  l ~ y  t h e  
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* .  
1% nsi.ln:; av,a). of  i :oii l>7 1 o l l u t  iv11 : ) u t  i)ecriusc i t  
I,ri i igs s a l v a t  ioi; t:irou$i, t::c r c s u r r c c t i o n  of .Jesus 
C j ~ r i ~ t  ( I  Iktcr S: 2 1 - - : X L )  . 

I t  i s  very ev ident  t i .a t  tiic coricepts of  j u s t i f i -  
c a t i o n  anti tlie m!:;issiorl 01' s i n s  are c l e a r l y  arid 
c lose ly  connectecl l r i t i i  Lal.tis!;:. I'ro~,i Scr i i? ture  i t  i s  
c l c a r  t l l e rc  i s  forg iveness  of  s i n s  and r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  
f o r  t h c  vo r ld  because C h r i s t  \%:as itlan's s u b s t i t u t e .  
i ? l l  t h a t  C h r i s t  won a s  ti:e ' s u b s t i t u t e  Lanb of Cod i s  
confer red  i r t  b a ~ l t i s l ; ~ .  Ci lr is t  s bal)tis:i: i s  very i n -  
t ii.iately corl~lcctcd i ~ i t i i  our  bnp t isi:~. '~'iie11 Cllris t r c -  
iiuestcd Jo:in t h e  I:ajjtist t o  b a p t i z e  i i i r ~  w i t : :  t iic 
::orcls: "Suffer  i t  t o  be s o  itoiai: f o r  t hus  it becolnctll 
us  t o  f u l f i l l  a l l  rigliteousrless*' (":attilclc 3 :15) ,  
i s ,  150 ilnd tal;en upon i,i;,sclf tilt na tu re  of s i n -  
f u l  ncn, put  I!ii:~self i n  ]:,anr s s t c a d .  iic was in l ecd  
t i ; ?  ;:oly Qrie \:;lo ncciiecl no i:ai,tisr.., f o r  i:c had no s i n ,  
nrld yc t  iie becanc tiic su l : s t i t u t c  f o r  s inr lers .  Luti:cr 
says t i ~ a t  he re  J e sus  reztlly t:cgins t o  be tiic Citrist. 
:'it11 j u s t  titis tl1oug:lt i r t  r j i ; id ,  Lut;icr wrotc a h q i -  
t is; ; :al  i i c  iregins i n  tilis !.:a).: 

To Jordan came our  Lcrc!  t i l e  Cilrist 
To do God ' s pleasure w i  l l i n ~ : ,  
ibid t h e r e  \;as hy S t .  Joi~r ,  b a l ~ t i z c d ,  
A l l  r-ig':iteousncss f u l f i l l i n g .  
T'licrc d i d  i ! ~  consecra te  a bath 
m 
1 o \;ash away t r a n s g r e s s i  ons . 

(Evanjielical Lutheran liy-llnbook, 40 1 : 1) 

A l l  tliis t h e  Apostle I'aul s e t  forti1 i n  t h e  s ix t i i  
ci:apter of i ~ i s  l e t t e r  t o  tile i;onans. 

i.e d o  not  :;me ti11 e f o r  311 extci~ci~cj  ~ t u c ; y  of  t i i i ~  
ciingter,  but l c t  11s b r i e f l y  ; ~ o i i ~ t  ou t  tiic ii.!liortnnt 
t ru t , i s  Paul s e t s  for t i i  ! i t i t , ;  r e g a r d  t o  i)n;:ti SJ:. 'i':ie 

"'i:)ostle :lac! j u s t  dc.vcio;~cl ;:is t l ieme t;;nt the Gas- 
;!cl the rig::tcor~s;less o f Go(; i s rcvcc~led ::s c.o:,:iri:: 
t i  f a i t . i  diid t:i:it t;ir r;i l incrls j u s t i r i c a t i i ) i i ,  
t ' l c r r  forc  , ccilsl s t s 1 iii ti:e :race of  £ox~;ixrc IICF,:;. 

S a ~ ~ c t i f i c a t i o n  and renewal wcse not  art i n t e g r a l  f a c t o r  
i n  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of  j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  klence, some might 
mista1;cnly i r t fe r  t h a t  oile couPii contirlue i l l  s i n  s i n c e  
grace ivas f r e e  and abundant. Paul emphatically r e -  
j e c t s  t h e  thoug!lt t h a t  Godf s pardon g ives  us  l i c e n s e  
f o r  ~rtoro s inn ing .  Ii'e have d i ed  with r e f e rence  t o  s i n .  
This  Iiappencd when we were j u s t i f i e d  by f a i t h ,  and 
t l l i s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  i s  t i e d  t o  baptism: ''Know ye no t  
t h a t  a s  many of  u s  a s  wcre bapt ized  i n t o  Je sus  C h r i s t  
were bapt ized  i n t o  lIis death" (verse  3 ) ?  "1Ie wl-lo i s  
bapt ized  p u t s  on C h r i s t ,  t h e  second Adam; it i s  t h e  
same t h i n g  as i f ,  a t  t h a t  moment, C h r i s t  s u f f e r e d ,  
d i ed ,  and was bur ied  f o r  such a man, and a s  i f  such a 
man s u f f e r e d ,  d i e d ,  and was buried. with C f ~ ~ i s t ' ~  
(Gnonon, Vol. I I I ,  p.  78) .  Ilaving been bapt ized  i n t o  
@ h - r i s t P s  dea th ,  we a r e  to s h a r e  t h e  f r u i t s  of  His 
dea th , - forg iveness  of  s i n s  and freedom from t h e  power 
o f  s i n .  Jo ined  by f a i t h  t o  C h r i s t ,  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  will 
not  l i v e  i n  s i n ,  f o r  he has a new l i f e  t h a t  i s  opposed 
t o  s i n .  Dcl iverance from s i n ,  as o f f e red  by C h r i s t  
and confer red  through baptism, i s  not  only de l ive rance  
froni t i l e  perlalty of  sir1 (but  it i s  t h a t )  b u t  a l s o  de- 
l i ve rance  from i t s  power. And t E s  is  P a u l ' s  answer 
t o  tE le  ques t ion  a.sked i n  verse one: i tSha l l  we con- 
t i n u e  i n  s i n  t h a t  grace may abound?" 

A nlodern co rnen ta to r ,  Oscar Crtllmann, sumnnarizes 
these words of  Paul i n  t h i s  way: !'As Paul i n  t h e  
s i x t h  chap te r  s f  Romans shows, t h i s  means t h a t  our  
i nd iv idua l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  death and r e s u r r e c t i o n  
of  C h r i s t  r e s u l t s  from baptism. Here everyone ob ta ins  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  forg iveness  of  s i n s  which Christ 
has  achieved once f o r  a l l  upon t h e  cross1t21 (Empllasis 
by t h c  a u t i ~ o r )  , 

k%at Paul teaches  i n  Romans 6 ,  h e  teaches  a l s o  
i n  Colossians 2:lO f f ,  In C h r i s t  t h e  head of  t h e  
church, t h e  Cflr is t ian is complete. Physical  c i reumci-  
s i o n  i s  i n f e r i o r  t o  what t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  have i n  bap- 
tism, t h e  circ~uncis iom o f  C h r i s t ,  In  baptism they  
were bu r i ed  w i t h  Clirist. In  baptism they  were a l s o  
r a i s ~ c l  t o  l i f e  w i  eh II im t l~ rough  f a i t h  i n  t h c  a c t i v e  
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no\, i:\ado tixi.! 31 i ~ l c  1. i t i i  ('kri s t ,  : ~ ~ v i n y ,  fforfiiverl ti:e;.i 
t ! ie i r  s i n s .  L U ~ : ~ L ' T  is in ice^! s c t t i . 1 1 ~  for t l :  a Scril;l- 
t u r a l  t r u t h  found i n  Colossians 2 ,  i~:lien Iic t l ia t  
i n  h a ~ t i m  God f o r g i v e s  s i n ,  d c l i v c r s  from death and 
tile dovi  1 .  

!le should no te  p,-trticulrtrly t h a t  Colossiaris 2 : 11. 
1 2  s t a t e s  t l l a t  b a p t i s n  Itas sizpl~lantcci t h e  Old l 'es ta-  
!?~crit sacra~::erlt of c i rcumcisi  on. I t  i s  , t f ie re fore ,  a 
]:leans of  grace ,  p a r t i c ~ i l a r l y  f o r  ch i ld ren .  La ter  on 
1:'~ s h a l l  s c e  t i i a t  t h i s  f a c t  is  impor t a~ l t  i n  t h e  case  
of i n f a n t  baptist!. !:ere KC \;ant t o  s t r e s s  tile f a c t  
t h a t  baptism i s  ;1 :rieans !i:lcreI;y God's grace  i s  coli- 
fer rcd t o  t h c  i t~div ic iua l .  :odervn com;,lentators recog- 
n i z e  this t ru t i ;  nild sul l l ior t  ttic Lutlternn dogr ;~a t i c i a i~s  
i n  t t l c i r  i r l t e r l ) rc ta t  i on .  For exai:ly-le , !?scar Cul lrlanrl 
s2ys  t11:lt 'it g u s t  be ei-lpilasi zcti t l i a t  tlic understanding 
of  Cilristiarl  b a p t i s n  as a f u l f i l l m e n t  and t h u s  a r e -  
pea l  of  Jewish circumcision i s  no t  j u s t  3 tEleologica1 
foundling,  appearing only a t  :I l a t e  d a t e  a f t e r  tile 
12;:ologist Sus t i i l .  . . . '!'his ~OnCC;>ti011 is 3 1 ~ 3 ( i ) ~  
y re sen t  ex ; j l i c i t l y  i n  i :olossians 2 :11.' 22  i!e s t a t e s  
f u r t h e r  : "Qur riiodern :\nov:lecigc, espcc i  a1 2y of  :<el$ 
Test~~lnexlt x r i t i n ~ j ,  ;:ta?.cs i t  t h e  nore  necess:tr)' f o r  11s 
t o  l e t  C h r i s t i a n  I;ai;tisr bc i l l u a i n a t c d  bot i l  fo r~ i l a l l y  
2nd f a c t u a l l y  liy c i r c tmc i s ion  and p rose ly t e  b a p t i s n .  
. . . Jercis2i circ~xmcision i s  r ecep t ion  i n t o  t h e  Old 
Covenant, j u s t  as I:l:ristim t~aptisrn i s  r ecep t ion  i n t o  
t h e  ilc-\;r : ('1. 57) . ,Joacilirr; Jerc1:1i8-s c ~ a k c s  t h e  S;FI:IC 

poili t  : "Paul ! ~ e r c  ( i  . e . , Coloss iaiis 2 : 11) nat~ies 
i>apt isr .~ t h e  C l ~ r i s t i a ~ i  c ircurncis ionl  arid descri!:es i t  
t i i c r ~ b ) ~  2s tiic Cilrist i ar, sacralocnt i~liicli corresponds 

7 - t o  .Jcr~isl, c i r q u ~ : ~ c i s i o n  axci r ep l aces  i t . '  -3 

i.;a;)t isl;~ wor:\s f u r g i v c n o s s  of s i n s  ; 1,ut wlicrc , 

t;ieuc i s  f o r t ; i v c ~ ~ c s s  of  siils t l icrc  is  l i f e  and s a l v a -  
t i o n ,  A l l  o the r  sjji.ri tua1 g i  Fts anit a c t i v i t i e s  
Croi.: the f o r ~ i v c r ~ c s s  o f  sii;s. 14s !;c s!inll sec i r i  tlic 
nes t  ti;o scctic;:i1; oi' our s tudy  on t h e  po!;cr and si;:- 

remission of  s i n s  bu t  a l s o  r egenmat ion ,  imylanta t ion  
i n t o  t h e  body of Ciirist, and a l s o  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n ,  

111. The Power of  Baptism 

Blessings such as those previously enumerated 
here,  cannot bu t  lead t o  the ques t ion  which Luther 
next asks: Mow can water do such g r e a t  t h ings?  
Chiefly on t h e  basis of T i t u s  3 : s - 8 ,  he  says that it 
is not  water indeed t h a t  does it bu t  t h e  Word of Cod 
rzrhicl? i s  i n  and, w i t t a  t h e  water, and f a i t h  which t r u s t s  
this Word o f  God. i n  the  water, For wi thout  the  IVord 
sf Cod the water i s  simply water, and no bapt isn~.  But: 
wi th  the lvord s f  God i t  i s  a baptism, that i s ,  a 
gracious water a f  l i f e  and a wastering of r egene ra t ion  
i n  the  %loly G l g o ~ t ,  as S t ,  Paul says,  T i t u s  3: s -8 :  
"According t a  EIis mercy I%e saved us ,  by the washing 
06 regeraeratican and renewing o f  tlle IioBy Ghost, which 
;Is: shed an us abundantly through Je sus  Christ our 
Savior;  that being j u s t i f i e d  by H i s  grace, we slr~eu%d 
be made h e i r s  aecording ts t h e  hope of  e$erna% l i f e , "  

We nmst %oak more eEoscly a t  what P a u l  i s  telling 
us i n  t h i s  passage. Zle ycung preaclaer at Crete, 
T i t u s ,  i s  t o  remind tile Cretans, who were not  t h e  most 
docile people b u t  r8A.he-r had a reputation fa r  being 
q u i t e  belligerent and coarse, t o  subject  themselves t o  
t h e  authorities. F u ~ t % ~ e r m o r e ,  Paul indicates haw 
Christians should conduct themselves towards nsn- 
Christians i n  genera l :  t hey  sllould s lander  no one, not  
p ick  quarrels, show forbearance, and have a gentle 
disposition towards all men. Now there  had been a time 
tahcn t h e  Cretans 1:zd no t  been ss-minded, As a matter 
o f  fact, t hey  laad been slaves o f  passion,  disgabe$kent, 
P%gil o f  envy, l i v i n g  I n  such a self-centered l i f e  t h a t  
t h e y  w e ~ e  nat  on ly  ha t ed  and detested by o t h e r  peespk, 
but .that they  tlaemsel~es I~ated one another, But a 
ma-s-Wous changs? had taken  place i n  them, F i r s t s  t h e  
grace* kixldness, and l o w  s f  God t h e  Sa~ri-or toward man 
laad dawned, In a. few sentences previous "Ce) t h i s  t e x t ,  
Paul had remiladed 'i'itus t h a t  t h i s  grace which brsugllt 
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s a l v n t  i o;l \;as ~ ~ ; l i i - c ~ - s n l  , e:lcoriltass ill;; tl:e !:orld 
( 'Titus 2 : 11) . .tiid i t  ;:;ti! a.lrc.rzci).- ;r~)jlc:rrcL (a 1.ast  
evcnt)  . 7'I:cn God savcc: tiler) ind iv i  dual  1. : ?,ccordi~;~; - 

t o  ;:is mercy fic s:tvcd 11s. " :Io v:orlis oil t i l e i r  ; )ar t  
iiii:;;~ t have Effec ted  their sa  l v a t  ion ,  i:ecausc tile)* i:!;o 
were i n  3 s t a t e  of  ur i r ig :~ tco~isncss  l?cforc  God, had 110 

:roorl deeds of  t h e i r  o\:!i1 t o  o f f c r .  On t h e  con t r a ry ,  
L. 

it 1.35 Godr s r:!crcy t h a t  saved t;icr:1, 15s , i i t y  f o r  t i l c i r  -- -- -- 
de:,lorable conditiorl .  17 i~rcEor0  Paul C O I ~ C ~ U ~ C S  t h a t  
a l l  C r e t a i ~ s  s l to~t ld e n t e r t a i n  1i;ercy nrld j ~ i t y  f o r  t h e i r  -- 
f c l l o u ~ a e n ,  cspeci a l l y  t1:osc \:!lo a r c  s t i l l  i n  ti:cir 
:klretc!:ccl, n a t u r a l  s t a t e  of dcpravi t ) - ,  r:lierc t!iey a r c  
: ;ate2 and h a t e f u l ,  

Paul ,  not: cxplai;iiiig iioi.: tliis grace 3ijd i:iercy o f  
!;od \<as n~cldc t l l c i r  o1:11, says t h a t  God snvcti tilclil. I t  -- 
i s  C h r i s t ' s  ~ ~ i c a r i o u s  l i f e ,  tlcntll and pass ion  t h a t  
saves tllcrtl, bu t  I'aul does ;lot dea l  1;.itl1 t i l r ~ t  no\% siilcc 
k c  iiad a l ready  outlinecl t h a t  i n  d i t l j i t -  2 ,  ve r se s  11 
an(-: 1 4 .  Latiler iiel-c, I'aul el<q;hasizes !;:*at \ie c a l l  
I s ~ i : )  j c c t i v c  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  ' , t i :a t  i s ,  lie;; t;ic 01) j e c t i v e  
r c c o ~ l c i l i a t i o i l  i s  a-,;llieJ t o  al?G a:,propriatcd by tile 
i i idivi ill31 : - ~ ; ~ T o u c ~ ~  l;ai;:t_s~~-. Laptis1.1 i.5 d ~ ~ ~ r i l i ~ d  
as R \cashing o r  regcncrn t   on (coo1)nrc i;;?iiesinils 5 : 2 0  
and I Corilltliians 0 : 11) . Tl;i s i s  a \;ashing wllicll tias 
regeneration as an e f f c c t ,  a r e s u l t .  I:egeneratiori 
helonzs t o  baptisin s i n c e  i t  i s  brought i n t o  r e a l i t y  
by ;:apt isri .  Tlic reiji rtli is a s ; ~ i r i t u a l  one, the 
c r e a t i o n  cf a nev: s p i r i t u a l  l i f e .  ::e havc I-icre t h e  
sn!le c s s c ~ t t i c l l  t r u t l ;  a s  con ta i r~cd  in o the r  passages 
of  S c r i p t u r e ,  suc!; as .John 3 : 3 + 5 ,  I P e t e r  1 :3 ,  slid I 
Pe t e r  1 :23 .  

Paul adds n f u r t h e r  c x p l a n a t i o i ~ :  it i s  a viasiring 
of  rcnciinl,  a rcnc:v-inL, i i s  e f f e c t e d  by tile !ioljr 
iY:l~s t . 'lli:is ronev:al i s  thc  S;X~-T!E: thin:; a s  rczeilera- 
t i o n ,  an2 it i s  r;or:,ci! :)y tile lioly (;iiost t1:rougii :,ai.- 
t i s : \ .  'T;.is riori, of "c1c i:oly S j ; i r i t  i s  our  sa lva t io l - i ,  
f o r  tile F r r i t i l  t h a t  i s  con l-en-rc:! tbercby a c c ~ j l t ~  
C i i r i  5 - t  s :*ierit 7..o~1 Ew L ~ S  , and n ~ c c p t ~  tLlcr'ei,y nlc:o 

rr-. 

ri c : . l t c o ~ s i l c s ~  arid snlvr i t  ioll.  l i ~ U . 5  I,? 1 j a ~ ) t j  5 i E  $ 0 ~ :  ; ! I t -  

jzol : r iz tcs  to circr!-oric ;~ersoiiall; ;  tiic j t t - t  i f i  cat ioi i  

\ion ty Ciirist . Cod lias indeed saved us  by i iap t i sn :  
''I7or as laany o f  yo3 as iiave been bapt izcd  i n t o  C h r i s t  
have put  011 C : k r i s t N  (Gala t ians  3 : 27) . Indeed our  
tilcrnc i s  S c r i p t u r a l l y  t r u e :  ''God tnc lioly S p i r i t  
Acts Virough G a p t i ~ n . ' ~  

Paul even t e l l s  u s  more about t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  
Iloly S p i r i t .  In our baptism, God poured out  l i i s  S p i r i t  
r i d i l y  ( p l e n t i f u l l y )  . The outpouring i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  
c r e a t e  IICIJ l i f e  i n  us  and t o  renew t h i s  new l i f e  con- 
s t a n t l y .  And t h i s  outpouring took p l ace  through Je sus  
Chr i s t  our  Savior .  A s  our  Sav io r ,  He had obtained f o r  
us  tile g i f t  of  t h e  Iloly S p i r i t ,  v i t h o u t  which His re- 
demption would not  b e n e f i t  us  f o r  w e  would be unable 
t o  accept  i t  pe r sona l ly  (compare John 16 : 7) . 

Thus we a r e  j u s t i f i e d  by God's grace  and t h e  
merit of  C h r i s t ,  which t h e  s i n n e r  accepts  i n  f a i t h .  
Ey j u s t i f y i n g  us ,  God looks upon us a s  c lo thed  i n  t h e  
mer i t s  of  lIis own Son, and t l ~ e r e f o r e  cons iders  u s  
adopted sons.  But i f  we a r e  sons ,  then  wc a r e  a l s o  
h e i r s ,  h e i r s  o f  God and j o i n t - h e i r s  with C h r i s t  (com- 
pare iiomans 8:17 and Gala t ians  3 2 6 - 2 9 ) .  This  i s  a 
g i f t  of our baptismal r e b i r t h .  This h e r i t a g e  i s  
e t e r n a l  l i f e ,  no t  that we have i t  y e t  i n  hand, bu t  we 
possess  i t  according t o  hope. But t h e  hope i s  r e l i -  
able and cer tain,  and it r v i l l  n o t  make us  asilanlcd 
(Romans 5 :5) .  Paul erlds hy t e l l i n g  u s ,  "These a r e  
ivords you may t r u s t w  (NEB) .  

A l l  t h i s  i s  i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  words of  our  
Savior .  To Xicodemus Jesus s t r e s s c d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of  
regenera t ion .  h d  ile p o i n t s  o u t  t o  iiicodemus t h e  
means of r egene ra t ion ,  baptism with water  and t h e  
S p i r i t  (John 3 ) .  

Baptism does not  confer  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  which 
C h r i s t  has won f o r  t h e  whole world au toma t i ca l ly ,  
merely through t h e  act  perfornled (ex 
This is n o t  t h e  teaelling of  s c r i p t u r e ,  nor  of  Luther ,  
w i t h  regard t o  bajjtisnl. Luther has  t o l d  us  t h a t  i t  i s  
not  t h e  water indeed t i i n t  does t h i s  bu t  t h e  :?ord of  



s a l v n t  i o;l \;as ~ ~ ; l i i - c ~ - s n l  , e:lcoriltass ill;; tl:e !:orld 
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evcnt)  . 7'I:cn God savcc: tiler) ind iv i  dual  1. : ?,ccordi~;~; - 
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:roorl deeds of  t h e i r  o\:!i1 t o  o f f c r .  On t h e  con t r a ry ,  
L. 
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!;otl i ; : i ic j~ i s  i r k  :tnd r ; i  t j i  : ,a tcx,  ~ t n d  f a i  t l l  \:ki ci, --- 
t r u s t s  t i i i s  Tiorcl of  (loc2 ir! tlic b : : k t c r .  111 I ,~~ t i i c r : l i~  
t t lcol  o;;); :;al)t i ~ i :  i s f'irrilfr co i lne~tc i l  v i t h  t l l c  doctr i r lc  
of f a i t i t .  111 t h e  Llarge Catcc:li s ! :  Ltt t l~er  says , ' Fait:, 
a lone  ri;tl\es the j)crsoll v:orti:y t o  r c c c i v c  p r o f i t a b l y  
tile sav ing  d i v i n c  \ca te r ,  f u r ,  s irlcc t h e s e  ? ; l c s s i r ~ g s  
a r e  here  presen ted  and j~roniscci  TI t l i ~  ~ i ~ r d ~  i n  and 
i:rith t h e  r , ~ a t e r , '  they  cannot I l c :  reccivec! i n  any ot l icr  
: ~ 3 y  ti-tan be i ~ e l i e v i r l g  t hen  x i t h  t h e  h e a r t .  Iiit!;out 
f a i t h  it p r o f i t s  no th ing ,  no twi ths tanding  it i s  i n  i t- 
se l f  a  d i v i n e  superabundant t r e a s u r e "  (Tr ig .  741) .  
And i n  t h e  Apology : ;cl:tnctj~on s t r o n g l y  a s s e r t s  t h a t  i t  
i s  absolutely 3 J c ~ i i s i !  ~ j j i  n ion ,  t o  iialr! t h a t  I c e  a r c  
j u s t i f i ec i  by 3 c ~ ~ c I ~ ~ G I I ) . ,  : ; i thout a  gooci d i s i ~ o s i t i o n  
o 2 t ; ~ e  h c x r t ,  i , c .  , ~ l t i t i ~ o u t  E a i t ! ~ .  . . . Tlie proclisc 
i s  u s e l c s s  unless i t  i s  rcce ived  i:y i'ai.L!iw (Tr ig .  p. 
1 )  . t',rld so t h e  !1311is:: Lutirerax 11y.,1ri-!:lriter, T, 
Kingo, confcsscs  t ; ic  LutIierar: d o c t r i n e  i n  thcse cords  : 

fie t h a t  b e l i e v e s  and i s  bap t i zed  
S h a l l  s e e  t'llc Lord s s a l v a t i o ~ ~  ; 
Lnljtized i n t o  t1:c dea th  of  CI:rist, 
7 .  iic i s  a ncri c rc t t t ion ;  
'Rlrougtl C i r r i s t  's redcl ipt ion he s h a l l  s t and  
Araong t h e  g l o r i o u s  heaven1 y band 
G f  every t r i b e  arid n a t i o n .  

To sum up,  t i l e l ~ ,  f cllitii is iradeecl necessary ,  n o t  
t o  nmkc bajiti;l?, c f f i c a c i o u s  bu t  t o  receive i t s  b l c s s -  
ings  . Eajitis:,~ c r e z ~ t c s  f a i  t l i  ; baptlslil rcquil-es f n i t h ,  
C h r i s t  saves ;  f a i t h  saves; Laptis:!; snvcs.  

The t c s  t \cilct;!er one t c i  l 1 actual l y  accept  these 
S c r i p t u r a l  t r u t h s  con f ron t s  onc ~ A c n  ilc ciust cons ide r  
\c l ie t i~er  'ile \ s i l l  acccjlt o r  r o j  ect  Irifarlt Jiaptisr;~, 
P iepcr  s rer,~arks are t o  t l i ~  ,)oit-it, 'At tilt: bo' t toa o f  
tile oppos i t ion  t o  Infarlt Lap'tis::~ is usiIn.lly t h c  siil:;u- 
la r  ~ i o t i o ; ~ ~ t h : ~ t  a d u l t s  iniiecd can i )e l ieve ,  b u t  n o t  
1 I d  To i l i u s t r a t e  that. tile i<cformed Ciiurcil 
has no4 really ci:angeG i t s  p o s i t i o n  with regard  t o  the 
S;r?crtbl;lellts, Het ne  rcfcr you t o  tfac r e c e n t  i~ool: by titc 

Dutch Reformed G ,  C .  3erkouwer, The Sacrar,ients 
(1969) .25 i;n tlic one hand, I1rof. CcrLouvcr , us ing  
rile f;ugsburg Confession, A r t i c l e  XIII, d e c l a r e s ,  t ' I t  
i s  stri1;ing that s o  r,lucii agrcernent e x i s t s  between 
Lut i~erans  and geformed p r e c i s e l y  i n  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  of 
ex - tjotfl c o n t i n u a l l y  p o i n t  t o  t h e  r e -  
lati011 between Word and Sacrament, and t h e r e f o r e  t o  
t h e  r e l a t i o n  between f a i t h  and Sacrament'? (p. 64) . 
On t h e  o t h e r  hand, i n  d i s c u s s i n g  I n f a n t  i3aptism 
Berkouwer s a y s ,  ':For one cannot speak of  a b e l i e v i n g  
use  o f  baptism on t h e  p a r t  of  ch i ld ren"  (p. 163) .  

Ever s i n c e  t h e  t ime of  t h e  Refomat ion  t h e  mat- 
t e r  of  I ~ l f a n t  baptism has been h o t l y  d i s cus sed ,  and 
t h e  d i s cus s ion  goes on today ,  The Lutheran teaclring 
i s  simply t h a t  t h e  c l i i ld  i s  bsougfrt t o  bapt ism,  f i r s t ,  
because it i s  God's o ~ d i n a n c e  and command, and tlaera 
because o f  t h e  convic t ion  based on S c r i p t u r e  .$fiat God 
w i l l  c r e a t e  f a i t h ,  Luther sums it  up i n  t h e  Large 
Catechism, ' 'Thus we do a l s o  i n  I n f a n t  Gaptism. We 
b r i n g  t h e  c h i l d  i n  t h e  conv ic t i on  aald hope t h a t  i t  
bel ieves ,  arid we gray t h a t  God nay g r a n t  it faitlr:, 
b u t  wc da no"c.baptize it upon t h a t ,  b u t  s o l e l y  upon 
t l ~ c  cornand o f  God," ( T r i g ,  p ,  747) , Luther ,  i n  1528, 
i n  s: l e t t e r  t o  two pastors "Concerning Re-Baptismu,26 
elaborates on t h i s  p o i n t  i n  considerable d e t a i l ,  
ifhile kc  adztits t h a t  ''we cannot prove t h a t  chi ldren 
dn believe with  m y  Scripture verse t2tak clearly and 
expressly declares i n  so many words, o r  t h e  l i k e ,  
"yam arc  t o  baptize c l ~ i l d r e n  because tlley a l so  be- 
%icw" '  (p ,  254),  he a t  t h e  same time claallenges the  
Anabapt i s t s  w i t h  these words, "I.";?lela t hey  say, 'chib-  
dren c m n o t  how can t h e y  be sure  of  elrat? 
p e b l e - ~  ,. i s  t h e  Scr ip ture  by which they  would prove it 
and on ljllich tiley would b u i l d ?  Racy imagine t h i s ,  I 
suppose, because ch i ld ren  t o  n o t  speak o r  liave under- 
standirlg,  h u t  such a f a ~ l c y  i s  d e c e r ~ t i v e ,  yea ,  a l t o -  
getliex- false, and we cannot b u i l d  un w i l a u w e  imagineii 
(1' a 3 4 2 ) .  Iie tlicn proceeds t o  b u i l d  up t h e  case f o r  
Infant  C a ~ ~ t i s m  on t h e  b a s i s  of  S c r i p t u r e ,  which Lu- 
t h e r a n s  have ever s i n c e  followed, Cne can f i n d  t h i s  
case h r i c f l y  summarized in Picpcr (Volume 3 ,  pp. 277, 
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27:;,). !:(I!.: !..~3til:-!. Z\lc ;!11 jicil t0 (1 Fri i ; !~l t : iy  
. . Yi-.c co::lri:;i;lC : ' ; i t t i , t . l .  31; :11: is vcr;,; :;cnc.rz] , 

7 .  t o  I- , :~LC d i ~ c i . ~ , l c s  or a l l  t l i ~  ~ i : ~ t . i ~ i i z  i,y I : l i i t  izi~k:,,  a;:~i 
t:lcic!ii~i;. L i t t l e  c;:ildrci-i [:kri, 15:15-. l i , ,  Lill..e 1:::l;) 
r to 1 :  j o t  t L ~ S .  111Lar~ts ;ire ;r,cr,-d,crs of 
t l i c  i:ingdon o f  \* . i t i :  :In ac tua l  fn i t i !  (; .:itti:etv 1C : 6) . 
Colcss i  ni:s 2 : 11.12 s t a t e s  t ; i 3 t  i.:apti sn ;-ins rej : laccd 
t " c  c*!lu ri'esta:-;:cr~t Sacr:~;;..ctnt of c i rc~u- . - !c is i .o~i .  [.:i;.ri:;t \ 

L i  . 
c l c a n s e s  Cis churcii , ::;,id: c e r t a i n l y  i n c l u d e d  ci;i ld re t l ,  
i.y i i i e ~ n s  of t l ic  i.;as;:ij:(~ t-, of i : a t e r  i l l  tiic !:or2 ( ip ; i c -  
s i nns 5 : 2 h )  . I-'urtlicr:.;ore, ' :cripturc incii c a t e s  t:i3t 

ciii lclreri Kcre 'I>ai)t i zc<i tl,:rougi, i t s  use of: t i le  so -  
c a l i c t l  ';oil,:os :For~nrlla . I i ~ i t i  r c  f;u!ii l i e s  or ;iouse;;oldr; 
... crc  b:il!tiz~c; ( I  Corirrtiiinns 1 : I(;, ,'\ct I 1  : 1 4 ,  ,'icts 1 b  : 
l 5 . 3 3 >  c f .  ttlso .:,cts 2 ::55.39). 

l:oo;, , Irlf ant ;:a->tis~ i l l  t l ic F i r s t  Four Cen tu r i e s ,  i r ~  -- - 
l i c i  c i t  t o  I i i f a ~ l t  2ap- 

,~rcv ious  aze' ( P r e f a c e )  , t~nci. 1!c ~ ~ T o c ~ ( ? J s  t o  ~.;ilrsi;r?l 
t:,e ;:is t o r i  c cvidt.nct? t i l a t  l r i f  n r l t  i : ; ic:t is:~t ::as t i i t i  

; I ~ - a c t i c e  of t h e  e a r l y  c;iilrcli. !'. year o r  tv:o later, 
:~no t i i e r  :,utl-eran t:reclo:;ian, r r o f ,  f i l l - t  4-'llcli~d of tllc 

, :nivcrsi  t y  o f  . b n s t e r ,  i n  3  LOO^(. , I i i c i  the i a r 1 ~ -  --- 
(;i~urcli ;;aptize I ~ ~ E a n t s ,  l o o i s  a t  v i r t ua11y  t h e  ~ a i r . ~  -- 
i ~ i s t o r i c a l  rmte-rial nnci coriics t o  t h c  coilclusiorl t h a t  
111 farit i:ai.tisx 1:r-t~ riot ~ c n e r z l  l y introduceci i n t o  tjlc: 

c:~tn.c;~ u n t i l  t : , ~  end o f  -tile S C C O ~ I ~ !  ccntl.lrlr (1,. 100 
f f .  ) $ 2 7  I t  i s  si::iiif i c m t  t o  i lotc ,  i,orievcr, t ha t  i n  
tt!c r i l l a l  c:la?tar of  iiis ;iool,, I't-of, ialaiid i n s i s t s  
t h a t  for t ; :coiogical  reasons Infant  f.ai,tisr: shou ld  LC 
prac t i ecc l  t o d a y ,  n ~ r e c i n z  i.4 t L  Lilti,er t h a t o o n  gets 
: ;ar) t izcd n o t  :)ecausc Ilc i s  s u r e  OF f:titl; I1u.t; I;cc=atrsc 
I;d il;ts coi;i!;!arldeL i t  :wJ I*-ill ]lave it (*;I. 315)e  

- :;a.;.tisr;i : i:oundat ion F0-r- c ; l r i s t i a i l  ;;;-ii t j .  , rc~.:;ll s lab:; 
-.-.b---.o;---^--..- ..-. -'--.. -.- -_-. . - . . 
rn;:i?i 1 it). $0 t r i k e  seriously ti;c i,titl;cra:i j jos l l lo: :  ail 

po!;;.cr o f  I : ; i j l t i  ~ l i i ~  zc i:lsists 6 i I u t  ' E~z-e;iicr$s c f -  
f o r t  t o  Ilar::ro:i i zc Ii~f;l.l;Z; 2a;:"c 51:: vi f t i 1  jrlstif i.c:;tioi~ 

by f a i t h  drove hi]; t o  l i i s  tiieory of  i n f a n t  f a i t h i i  
(p .  298). I!c notes  t h a t  t h i s  theory  Iias b c e ~ r  rev ive6  
i n  ~:-~odern sc!iolarsl-iip and "it i s  a ;)opular tiicory 
of ten  advanced by pious Lutherans i n  h i e r i c a "  (1' 298).  
Prof .  : ioody , on anotlicr occasion,  i n  sumnarizing tlie 
L icnrlonite p o s i t i o n  on baptism, says  t h a t  Luther ' s  
s t rong  Sacramental view i s  subjec ted  t o  c r i t i c i s n i  a t  
two major p o i n t s :  t h e  s ta tements  of  Lutheran theolo-  
g ians  a s  g r c a t  a s  Sc l~le ier~nacl ie r  who f a i l e d  t o  f i n d  
Infant  Gaptism iii t h e  IIerri Testament, and t h e  argument 
f o r  i n f a n t  f a i t h .  ;,!oody concludes t h a t  liwithout the  
support  of S c r i p t u r e  and j u s t i f i c a t i o n  by f a i t h ,  
Lutheran theology i s  i n  se r ious  d i f f i c u l t y "  (p. 2 2 4 ) .  

This judgment upon our d o c t r i n e  we r e a d i l y  
acl~nowledge . lili tliout S c r i p t u r e  and i t s  c e n t r a l  tcacii- 
ing  of j u s t i f i c a t i o n  by f a i t h  we would indecd be i n  
s e r i o u s  d i f f i c u l t y .  And we should be i n  s e r i o u s  d i f -  
f i c u l t y .  For Confessional Lutheran theology holds 
equal ly  t o  S c r i p t u r e  ( the  formal p r i n c i p l e )  and t o  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  by f a i t h  ( the  ma te r i a l  p r i n c i p l e )  . 

I V .  The ?leaning of  "uaptisni 
f o r  t h e  @ l r r i s t i a n t s  Daily Li fe  

The Holy S p i r i t  tllrough baptism works t h e  new 
l i f c .  T l a i s  new l i f e  i s  t h e  f r u i t  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  and 
t h e  f r u i t  of  baptism, and u l t i m a t e l y  also t h e  f r u i t  
o f  f a i t h .  Baptism made us  c h i l d r e n  of God, and as  
cl l i ldren,  h e i r s  (Romans S : 7 )  y e s ,  I ie i r s  according 
t o  the hope of  e t e r n a l  l i f e  (Ti tus  3 :7 ) .  But t h a t  i s  
not  tlbe r.~hofe s t o r y ,  God t h e  lIoly Ghost wants us t o  
be kept  i n  t h e  grace o f  our baptism and f i n a l l y  a t t a i n  
e t e r ~ i a l  l i f e ,  and iicnce our bapt ism has  fa r - reaching  
implicat ions f o r  our  e n t i r e  C ' r i r i s t ia~l  l i f e .  So Luther 
asks, !liltat, "cflcreforc, {lacs such bal2tizing tii.$fl water 
mean? I t  Facans t h a t  tile o l d  Adam i n  us  sEioer%d, by 
d a i l y  co r l t r i t i o i i  and rcl~entancc , be dro~vned and d ie  
-,5iitf1 all s i n s  aald evil l u s t s  ; and a g a i n ,  a man 
d a i l y  come f o r t h  and a r i se ,  who s h a l l  l i v e  before God 
i n  righteousness and purity fo reve r ,  SL Paul writes, 
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: -7. d , i<:llcrc Paul dcmol;strntes t h e  i l q ; o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
t;;c C l l r i s t i a ~ l  l i v i n g  i n  s i i l  Cro!ii -tile iiicallin; aid 
e f f e c t  of t i ~ c  Sacraricnt o r  tis:;;. Ly i t  t ! lc  G i r i s -  
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rcccive a11 t::c I , c r i t s  \;ilici, i:,:ri:it :)as ~ I T O C I ~ I ' C ~ !  For 
1 I .  ::c a r e  GeaG a,;<, I;uricci ; ; i t l L  Lirist ,  ~ ; o t  
ti-.:it i ~ c  , , a  co~ltir:iic dcnJ,  L i l t  t i ~ a t  :ic I:in)- r i s e  n g a i ~ i  
i r i  and ' - i t i :  I l l r ;  r o sc  f o r  LIZ. 

On anutilcr c c c a s i o i ~ ,  I'aul, on t h c  iinsi: G C  t r l c i r  
I~aptisi: i ,  apcea ls  t o  t i t i  Coriiit,kt a m  t o  lcad sa i i c t i -  
ficci l i v e s .  Once some of them had l i ved  i n  t h e  gross-  
e s t  open and wicked s i n s ,  bu t  t h a t  was now p a s t  f o r  
ti-ici-I: "Gut y e  a r e  \:as!ied, bu t  yc a r c  snnc t i i i cG ,  i:ut 
yc a r e  j u s t i f i e d  ' i l l  t h e  nai:lc o f  tile Lor6 Jesus ,  and 
by t h e  S l ~ i r i t  of our  God.' ( I  Coriritlkians 6 :  l l )  God 
liasilcd tiieil i n  i ~ a l l t i s ~ ~ ;  they  were j u s t i f i e d  and Ilc- 
c a m  holy . God d i d  a l l  t h i s  f o r  them, licnce they  
could no longer wall; i n  s i n .  Baptis~n does all t h i s ,  
s o  t i i a t  Lutlicr s ays  t h a t  b a ' j t i s n  "not only s ig l i i f ie i i  
such a new l i f e ,  ;Jut a l s o  -proiiuces, bcgirls, and cxcr-  
c i s e s  i t .  I:or t i ierein are given grace ,  tile s i l i r i t ,  
and tiie ijo\h:cr t o  su1)prcss tiic o l i l  man, so t i l n t  t1.c 
iic:,: Tian :;a). coiie fort:-: ;mi; ?)econc s t ronz '  ['Yri~ * ?:,I] 
3ni1t is ;~1 i s  , c  raorc t i  a sy:it;~ol of S a i i c ~  i Cica- 
t i o n .  

I i i L ,  0 I ,  O i l  a i t  OllL' i , ; ik1t  i ~ z ,   oil^ C;O; ailti 

i*nt;icr.  (1 i' a1 1 , .;Lo i:; ai.ov;: a 11 -:id tiiroi;::i~ a1 1 , and 
i l l  U:; 211. ~ ~ : l ~ ~ t ~ F T l ; ~  i s  E I ~ S G  3- ~-1carls : j ) f  1.i~ici1 i i C  tire 

I i l l t o  t i l e  !,OCijr of C ~ l r i s t ,  ilai:clj., i n t o  t!ic 
ciiurc;:. ' .c  :Ire t o l d ,  ' f o r  11); oiie S p i r i t  a r c  x e  a l l  
: ! ; ~ ~ ~ t i z t . d  i n t o  olrc u a i y '  ( I  (:orintil ians 12 : 1;) . l'licrc 
i s  :1 !tlost i n t i : i a i e  relatioil c s i s t i ~ l g  ;;-tween Cilr is t  
al:~.? t:ic Y ~ l i c v c ~ s .  Tile g i f t  of  i x q ~ t i  s c ~  is  a l s o  co:,i- 
lilur: ion tl: tile 'I'r i u n ~  : h i  . 

i;apt ism ei:~:)race:; and covers  tllc eilt i r e  carti,  1 y 
l i f c  of  ?!iaI: and f i n a l l y  leads  t o  c t c r n a l  liEc, t h a t  
f o r  > r . : i ~ ; i  hc iloi; l ives  i n  hope. iutller ilcvcr t i r c s  
of  ~ ~ 1 i ~ 1 i i i ~ i ~ i . 1 1 ~  t;,e crlduri~l:; va luc  of baptis:.: ovcr  
a!;xins t t;ic a b e r r a t i o n s  o f  i<one ivi-iicll ciisczrr~lcd t ; ~ c  
:rood s:!iij L a l ~ t i s ~ ~ ! ,  2nd i n s i cad  t l : r e \~  ou t  a  sccolld 
I. 

1 .  1 y i i  e l  c o ~ l d  :)ossic i c  be said , nanely , 
;~cim.ncc. 111 ' .The Sah>vlo~iiaii  C a l ) t i v i t y - '  (1 529 j ile 
r .rotc,  ' For tie t r u t h  o f  tlie p r o i v ~ i s ~  once made rc- 
: m i n s  s t e a d f a s t ,  alr;nys renuy  t o  r ece ive  us  back r$;i t ;i  
(~ i ' e~ i  a r m  ::iicn vc re t i l r l r '  (1). 131).  :;inc ycclrr; l a t e r  
' ~ r :  v r i t c s ,  "i'i~c uiiciiangiiig ':oru of  ::otl, once spoken 
il: t!ic f i r s t  bnp t i sn ,  evcr  rcixiins s t and ing ,  50 t h a t  
after::artis they  tail c o w  t o  f a i t h  i n  it, i f  tiley will, 
niid t1.e r:atcr \;it11 ?;Iiic:l t iL iy  :;.crc :>a l~ t i zcd  they can 
aftcrli-ard r ece ive  i n  f a i t i l ,  i f  t?lcy i ~ i l l .  Lvcn i f  
t:ielr c o n t r a d i c t  tlic ::ord a lluntired t i n e s ,  i t  s t i l l  r e -  
:nniils t iLc  !:orcl sl)oL.cn i n  t h c  f i r s t  bapt i  sri. I t s  power 
docs not  dc r ivc  froln t h e  f a c t  t i i a t  i t  js repea ted  clany 
ti:.i~f5 o r  i s  sp!;e11 a~lt).i;, but Ero~n t;ie f a c t  t l i a t  it bras 
C O L ~ ~ I ~ C ~  once t o  1-e s;!ohcrl. .29 Iil i,a;;tis!l Cod cracle 
n cuvcilnnt , aiid L.ut:icr ivas 1 t i  l i t e r a l l y  
5od ' s  !:orcis re-ariin: ;li s covcnant : ' . ly kindness  
s ? i a l l  not  tiepnrt f ron  t'i:ce, 11citI:er d-~:il l the covcnant 
of : jr ;,c~icc i)r rc:::ovcd, r,ni t h  ti:e i,orr!, t;i;it ;lati. 
. :ere:* 011 ti.ce 1 54 : 1 1  ; ri;?i>. i 5 :*>lr C O V L ' I I ~ I - I ~  

1 t r 1 1 5 1 k 2 . 1  t i  1- i (;',o:.lnni; 
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i l i to  t i  t l ia t  1il.e :is i'c ::;IS r : i ise~i  up frorLi t:!e 
dead by t h e  ~ l o r ) ?  of  t h e  Fatlier,  even s o  r:c a l s o  
shoulcl tiall: i n  ncr.;ncss o f  1 i Fc. ' 
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On anutilcr c c c a s i o i ~ ,  I'aul, on t h c  iinsi: G C  t r l c i r  
I~aptisi: i ,  apcea ls  t o  t i t i  Coriiit,kt a m  t o  lcad sa i i c t i -  
ficci l i v e s .  Once some of them had l i ved  i n  t h e  gross-  
e s t  open and wicked s i n s ,  bu t  t h a t  was now p a s t  f o r  
ti-ici-I: "Gut y e  a r e  \:as!ied, bu t  yc a r c  snnc t i i i cG ,  i:ut 
yc a r e  j u s t i f i e d  ' i l l  t h e  nai:lc o f  tile Lor6 Jesus ,  and 
by t h e  S l ~ i r i t  of our  God.' ( I  Coriritlkians 6 :  l l )  God 
liasilcd tiieil i n  i ~ a l l t i s ~ ~ ;  they  were j u s t i f i e d  and Ilc- 
c a m  holy . God d i d  a l l  t h i s  f o r  them, licnce they  
could no longer wall; i n  s i n .  Baptis~n does all t h i s ,  
s o  t i i a t  Lutlicr s ays  t h a t  b a ' j t i s n  "not only s ig l i i f ie i i  
such a new l i f e ,  ;Jut a l s o  -proiiuces, bcgirls, and cxcr-  
c i s e s  i t .  I:or t i ierein are given grace ,  tile s i l i r i t ,  
and tiie ijo\h:cr t o  su1)prcss tiic o l i l  man, so t i l n t  t1.c 
iic:,: Tian :;a). coiie fort:-: ;mi; ?)econc s t ronz '  ['Yri~ * ?:,I] 
3ni1t is ;~1 i s  , c  raorc t i  a sy:it;~ol of S a i i c ~  i Cica- 
t i o n .  

I i i L ,  0 I ,  O i l  a i t  OllL' i , ; ik1t  i ~ z ,   oil^ C;O; ailti 
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I i l l t o  t i l e  !,OCijr of C ~ l r i s t ,  ilai:clj., i n t o  t!ic 
ciiurc;:. ' .c  :Ire t o l d ,  ' f o r  11); oiie S p i r i t  a r c  x e  a l l  
: ! ; ~ ~ ~ t i z t . d  i n t o  olrc u a i y '  ( I  (:orintil ians 12 : 1;) . l'licrc 
i s  :1 !tlost i n t i : i a i e  relatioil c s i s t i ~ l g  ;;-tween Cilr is t  
al:~.? t:ic Y ~ l i c v c ~ s .  Tile g i f t  of  i x q ~ t i  s c ~  is  a l s o  co:,i- 
lilur: ion tl: tile 'I'r i u n ~  : h i  . 

i;apt ism ei:~:)race:; and covers  tllc eilt i r e  carti,  1 y 
l i f c  of  ?!iaI: and f i n a l l y  leads  t o  c t c r n a l  liEc, t h a t  
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of  ~ ~ 1 i ~ 1 i i i ~ i ~ i . 1 1 ~  t;,e crlduri~l:; va luc  of baptis:.: ovcr  
a!;xins t t;ic a b e r r a t i o n s  o f  i<one ivi-iicll ciisczrr~lcd t ; ~ c  
:rood s:!iij L a l ~ t i s ~ ~ ! ,  2nd i n s i cad  t l : r e \~  ou t  a  sccolld 
I. 

1 .  1 y i i  e l  c o ~ l d  :)ossic i c  be said , nanely , 
;~cim.ncc. 111 ' .The Sah>vlo~iiaii  C a l ) t i v i t y - '  (1 529 j ile 
r .rotc,  ' For tie t r u t h  o f  tlie p r o i v ~ i s ~  once made rc- 
: m i n s  s t e a d f a s t ,  alr;nys renuy  t o  r ece ive  us  back r$;i t ;i  
(~ i ' e~ i  a r m  ::iicn vc re t i l r l r '  (1). 131).  :;inc ycclrr; l a t e r  
' ~ r :  v r i t c s ,  "i'i~c uiiciiangiiig ':oru of  ::otl, once spoken 
il: t!ic f i r s t  bnp t i sn ,  evcr  rcixiins s t and ing ,  50 t h a t  
after::artis they  tail c o w  t o  f a i t h  i n  it, i f  tiley will, 
niid t1.e r:atcr \;it11 ?;Iiic:l t iL iy  :;.crc :>a l~ t i zcd  they can 
aftcrli-ard r ece ive  i n  f a i t i l ,  i f  t?lcy i ~ i l l .  Lvcn i f  
t:ielr c o n t r a d i c t  tlic ::ord a lluntired t i n e s ,  i t  s t i l l  r e -  
:nniils t iLc  !:orcl sl)oL.cn i n  t h c  f i r s t  bapt i  sri. I t s  power 
docs not  dc r ivc  froln t h e  f a c t  t i i a t  i t  js repea ted  clany 
ti:.i~f5 o r  i s  sp!;e11 a~lt).i;, but Ero~n t;ie f a c t  t l i a t  it bras 
C O L ~ ~ I ~ C ~  once t o  1-e s;!ohcrl. .29 Iil i,a;;tis!l Cod cracle 
n cuvcilnnt , aiid L.ut:icr ivas 1 t i  l i t e r a l l y  
5od ' s  !:orcis re-ariin: ;li s covcnant : ' . ly kindness  
s ? i a l l  not  tiepnrt f ron  t'i:ce, 11citI:er d-~:il l the covcnant 
of : jr ;,c~icc i)r rc:::ovcd, r,ni t h  ti:e i,orr!, t;i;it ;lati. 
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c! l~~rc i ,  i :; ti;c cr?:;:' 1 .  i t;. ! s T ~  i c,: : , u ,  3s f , u t , , ~ ~ ~  s;!)'."; , 
2 A r i r  t i .  , L t i t  1, bai-i:i LL;:C. ::v ::rz,c:; 1;:; 

t::;~i 'i,e r:ust 31.~.0 ; t ~ : \ , ; ~ t " i '  l e s t  ;1 f:~l:;c' ~ c c i i ~ i t y  CTCZ,) 

ii-1 ani i  :;ny t o  i t  i t i  is s o  sracioui; :ii:c 
::reat a t i  t::;lt ,.ad i i l l  1;ot cou:it o u r  sills ;t~;ail:st 
ils, 1 2 5  S ~ U I I  as l a J e  t r  , I  i '~.~l:i s j n  ever)-t..i;:; 
i s  ri;;l?t .>;. v i r t u e  or :)ai-tis!!, t:icil fc.r t!'c jbrCsc;it 1 
w i l l  l i v c  and do my own will. Afterward, o r  when 
about t o  d i e ,  I w i l l  remember my bapt ism and remind 
Cod o f  IIis covenant ,  and t hen  f u l f i l l  t h e  work and 
purpose of  my baptisrr,. '"3Q Also today one can we l l  
u l ~ ; i c r s t n ~ l i  t::c l ~ ~ i f t  0-T t l ie C h r i s t  inil 1:oet ::i,cli t\;o 
;lu!ldrcii years 320 I:e 1 ~ 0 1 , ~ i  a t  t : ; ~  o r g a i i i z ~ d  C:LUTC:; 

ttrou'ld ;:is : 

i:or.:c, ,Jesus , conc ailti contel q~lt l t~ 
'1'i:y vinc;-al*il ' s snt i  e s t a t e  : 
Sn,:tizeii r I i l i o  i i ' nai: c ,  
l I x z t  \$here is  f ;>-it?,! ' s ~ L \ ~ c :  i ' l a ~ ~ c ?  
i:f :i:irtt avt t i l  t l l a t  tic 
!;l:oi. of I';. ine  ngorly, 
!-;o long 3s !.C GO l l O t  O ' c l ' t i l r O I :  

I n  f a i t : &  t i l e  \k~icheti foe?  

In  o rde r  t:iat t ; ~ i s  1ifi"-loiis uniort. ; ? i t ; ;  our  ihd  
tail : )e  consui:oiiatec. i n  c t e r n i  t y  , \ye inust rer~emlcr t i i a t  
tLc Lard s o r i g i n a l  col:ininild :%;as t o  italkc d i s c i p l e s  ?)y - 

h a l ~ t i z i n g  and --..- tccic;i i~lg.  '(lien a c i i i ld  i s  grafted i n t o  
t i le body of  C h r i s t  I,). ;>aptisi.i,  :t g r e a t  respons i i ) i  lit;- 
f a l l s  on t i ic o t l l e r  i.ie;;-)crs of t::e body o f  Ciirist, 
na::iiilj-, t o  teiicii t i i n t  c ; , i l i .  :!ot only t h e  f a r l i l y  !:iio 
a rc  !ne:.:iicrr, o f  t ; i e  bod)* o f  i:;.rist, :rut a l l  o t h e r s  are 
t o  bc ir,volvcci, s o  t : L a t  ;,c i.tay g r o ~ ~  i n  t h e  Zracc aiid 
L;io~-. 1 cGgc of i i  i r; Lord an: Sav io r  .Jesus Cilris t . Tiiis 
r c s ; m r ~ s i h i l i  t y  s u r e l y  does  not  end a t  t iLc t i ; . ~c  o f  
c o ~ i f i n ~ ~ a t i o n .  ;!i;;,t no:: ~ i c  l o s e  i ~ o s t  o f  ou r  i:coi;le 
t1;rougi; t;ie jrc;lrs oi' ::iL;'l :;clLool aii~! co l l c - e .  T'ror. 
,Jun:~,uiitz rc~:inii;  us :ill ill !,is rcce!lt  !,oak. on i;;lptisl< 
t:.r l i , l t  ti:crc is iic: sori  ; for  c o i ! : i . l a ~ r n ~ ~ -  :;c.re. '.,c 211 
:i:ivc an a::ci;o::c 1 .~5;  oil:. i :  .ility. Z:ri s t  ]lot  only 

a ,  : 1 S T :  i t I * ,  r c  a c 1 i i l  

: a ,  t t r0110\:s i t ill> : c i t : l  a s t e rnes t  
:ioe rrporl any ?;l.o ! ia t ld  cause one of  t h e s e  l i t t l e  ones 
;gl;o Lc l i cvc  i n  i li:-i t o  s i n .  17ro,C. .Juil$.ui~tz concludes , 
' I)ut just i;ccausr: tl:e r e s ~ , o n s i l ) i  l i t y  i s  s o  axcsos:e, 
t!;e teini;tntion t o  evade it i s  corresjrondin_nly g r e a t .  
illid tiic rsixrning s ion t i i a  t t h e  ter:ptn t i o n  h a s  t aken  
c f f c c t  i s  t h a t  cu r ious  co~nplacency wliich p i o u s l y  ac-  
?:nov:lc~lgcs t h e  responsil : i  1 i t y  whi l c  s e c r e t l y  s h i f t  i ng  
i t s  burden. '211 i s  \ :e l l ,  t h e  c h u r c : ~  i s  i n s t r u c t i n g  
my c h i l d .  ' 'A11 i s  t i c l l ,  t l ie c h i l d  cones from a 
C h r i s t i a n  Inorne . ' ' '31 

V .  The Sacrament o f  !:aptisni Today 

A t  3 Lutheran Frec  Conference such as t h i s  it 
l.:ould 'Jc un t l l i n f ab l c  n o t  t o  a t t c n p t  t o  :lake an cva l -  
u a t  i on  of  tlic jlrescrlt s t a t u s  of tile iiib 1 i c a l  d o c t r i n e  
of  b a p t i s n  i n  tile church.  From a r a t h e r  cu r so ry  look 
onc cannot s3y t h a t  a ro sy  p i c t u r e  erlerges. Orthodox 
con fe s s iona l  Lut!:eranis~n, under t h e  i n p a c t  o f  t h e  
ecunenica l  movcnent, i s  f a s t  i ~ a n i n g ,  r.:ith l i t t l e  o r  
no s i g n i f i c a i ~ t  cvide:lcc t h a t  i t  n ig j i t  heg in  t o  wax i n  
the n e a r  f u t u r c .  

Tlie Lutheran ?riel: o f  bap t i sm is  anchored i n  t h e  
foll0v:inji s c r i p t u r a l  t r u t i i s  : Tlie u n i v e r s a l  d e p r a v i t y  
o f  man, i . e . ,  t h a t  by t h c  f a l l  o f  Adam a l l  ncn havc 
become s i n n e r s  and are ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  under t h e  condenl- 
na t i on  of  God's l a y  t h e  rede:nption of  t h e  world o f  
s i r ~ n c r s  designed hy God frolil e t e r n i t y  and accor;t.l~lished 
i n  t i n e  by the v i c a r i o u s  su f f e r i r i g  n n i  dea th  o f  Ilis 
o n l y  begot ten  Son J e s u s  Cl'rist; t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  s inne r  by g r ace  a lone ,  throug11 f a i t h  i n  Cl i r i s t  o r  
i n  t h c  Gosepl; and t h e  c r e a t i o n  and p r e s e r v a t i o n  of  
f a i t h  i )y  t i le IIoly S p i r i t  s o l e l y  througli t h e  'leans of  
Grace. 

Coalt~asted w i t 1 1  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
' Reformed refuse  t o  accept bapt ism a s  an a c t u a l  !leans 

c'f Grace, b:ct re;-3rd i t  i i 7  sorlc :cay i.:crely as ;I dc-  
r!l:rnc: Tor, o r  a s~-;r,i:ol o C ,  rc:;crler;~tiorl ar-trl n o t  as 2 
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~ ~ c I ~ c C C ~  :,I,~ i , L .  .3L\r, . , !~):-3!!crf 5 ~ L ~ C C ! ~  L : ~L>O;<, ' i . 1 ~  -- - 
:~:!crnl.:ullts [ I  :,!L!?) , i I: i c!, j.f.2 L j i 1 1 ; d ~  3116 C ~ C  FeilL~ -------- - . . 
~ l i c  k:'or;;iccl tcac, :  I:; , ,  o~ t . ;c L a c r ; ~ ~ .  e a t s .  I,t,fcrr.rlcc 
a s  ;~lrecrtly I,ccn r , J ~ i c  t o  i!is rif'usa! t o  I .  of  ti:e 
! ~ c l i c v i n g  use  of kal~tis~~ on t h e  ; ,ar t  of c h i l d r c n  
(1'. 2 0 ,  Notc 25) . I n  d i s cus s ing  l'i t u s  3 : 5 2nd .John 
3 : 5 , Professor  ikri ,  ou~:cr  i:iii~ii&rs \:!ict!:cr "t!i is 
i l  o:.vious c o r c l u s i o i ~  t l lnt  ! a i s  ' cnlls:ll ' 
1:ns uc t  i)ccn f-artiic.rcd l,y soc:c t c r ~ d c ~ t  i o ~ i s  t::inl; ill:' 
( i t .  11 2 )  . 1;; : L ~ I : I ~ ) - L ~  11:: ~:c:-,;II:s 0 z ~ i ~ i  [ , G ~ o s : > ~  3x1:; 2 ,  
i $2 i.i oun.cr ;~g:ii!i ca~ i t lo t  T i : l ~ l  i:l;it i 5.1 :!s 2 r.:tlaiis cf 
rcyc:lrrat  iori i ccnusc i t  ; jps to~-  s tlic For;ivt.ilcss ~ i '  

, . 
I .  t , ie coritrxry , i ,u  s a ~ ~ s ,  ..ot;,iny 1 a; . t j ie~1si  i ; ~  

n:lti t h r o u ~ i !  l .aj!t  i s ]  :. ilntiier , 3:iptisn i s  i~\ca:lingfu: 
0111:. tliroug;, it5 j o i l ~ t  irig a t  :iliot;~i\r cvc; i t  i l k  i::Lic;~ 
tilose tyliio \;cl.o &ail ii: t i ,e i r  t r a n s ~ r c s s i o i l s  a r c  t r u l y  
reconc i  1t.d. ' (I>. 11 7) . 

i11i a r t s  g r n c c  - ex  oriere o i ~ c r n t o ,  t i l i i t  i s ,  cvc;. ti.oag.i - 
tile , J~ '~ . so I~  i ) ; t i t t i z r )u  LLUCS r:Oi iicLv:: ersilri;ll i ' r r i t l l .  
7 .- ~ ~ i c  l i t i l r g i c a l  i-iovc;.;cnt , ;,cj::cv~r, I i s  be~,: ;rro- 
r,:otc~i clurill; ti.c l a s t  40 )-cars  cs , )ecinl l \ i  Lj r  t i , ~ :  
i,e;lcuictirles 1 t ; i t l i i i l  tl;e 1\03;iai: i , i l ~ l z ~ i ~ ,  IILay C ~ Y S C ~  

sonic n io i i f i ca t i on  i l :  tilis ~ z l i c f .  J' C'nc aspec t  oi* 
t,;is i . iovc~ic~l t ,  c~:lp~,3sizcu ;.y 1.ui.i i;c:o i a se l  o f  . : n r i a  
L R ~ c ~ I ,  i s  tiic S O - C ~ ~ I C ~  ; y s t e r y  ;':ieologyt , \<i~ic:l 
i~olL;s t r l a t  i i ~ r i s  t a c t s  i,crsoilal l y  i,l tilt p re scn t  
l i t u r g i c a l  act iol is  of t h e  i:;iurc!k. C iLr i s t  i i i  ttic 
i s  1itur;y i i l ~ o r ~ c r a t e s  t:.c illfafit i i i to  t ! ~ e  
~ f i y s t i c a l  body of i i i r i s t .  cu t  t ; i i ~  is  l~ ro l~aF) ly  no t  an 
c s s c n t i n l  c i~anpc  from t h e  o l d  i:oman p o s i t i o n ,  s i n c e  
i t  i s  he ld  t h a t  t h e  cnurch and tlic parer i ts  lend " fn i t i i  
t o  c j l i ld ren .  Prof cssor :'ooiljy sums up t i t is  pos i t i o , i  
1,y s u y i  n;; , iCor.liorntc l i f  c i n  11~:~ i C I A  tlic c:i;lrcii :xnd 
i;ar(xlts 1 1 -  fni t ; :  I1ricigcs t : ~ c  J bct.bccn l i e l i e f  
a;)< ;1;ii,tis1.1." (1'. 2 1 )  . 

'Eic I_ ,;cw ------ Catholic I- iiilcyclopedia ( 7  :'as t h i s  
t o  s a y :  

Cati-iloic t i rcologians g r a n t  the  importance 
of 2ersoi la l  f a i t l i  toget!:cr ~ t ! i t i ~  tlrc ex opere 
opera to  a spec t  of tile S a c r a l e n t .  ~ a x l i  i s  
not  abscnt  fro12 t h e  b q t i s ~ a  o f  i n f a ~ l t s ;  t hey  
a r e  bap t i zed  i n  t h e  f a i t h  o f  C h r i s t  and of  
tile cii6rcii (l iy e ~ ~ p ~ l i a s i s )  . Altilougji i n  b G -  - 
t i s c t  t h c  v i r t u e  of  f a i t h  i s  in fused  and 
e x i s t s  i n  tlie i n f a n t  a s  a "i~aliit ," a s  a 
persona l  a c t  it will p l ay  i t s  ind i spensab le  
r o l e  only l a t e r .  The gra tu i t io l - i s  c h a r a c t e r  
o f  s a l v a t i o n  and its community n a t u r e  jus -  
t i f y  t h e  Gaptisi:~ o f  t bosc  1410 cannot y e t  
have persona l  f a i t h .  32 

Then we ':lave t h e  r e c e n t  2eo-Crtllodox e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  
movcment wliicli c u t s  ac ros s  Lutheran, Rcfonlied, and 
cvcn i'oman Ca tho l i c  boundaries .  S ince  onc does no t  
Lriow hovi nlucli of t h c  b i b l e  t i ic p a r t i c u l a r  Xeo-ortho- 
d o x i s t  r ega rds  a s  myth, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p in -po in t  
wliat they  i n  t h e  aggrega te  b e l i e v e  wit11 rcgard  t o  bap- 
tisnl. I t  i s  probably t r u e  o f  t h e  t!rcology of  most o f  
t h e s e  theologians what F ro fe s so r  Lcigh Jo rdah l  o f  t h e  
Lutiieran Theological  Seminary a t  Get tysburg s ays  o f  
?lis own* In a sermon on S t .  :!ichael and A l l  Angels 
;lay he a s s e r t s  with r ega rd  t o  angels and d e v i l s  t h a t  
" fo r  i j e t t e r  o r  f o r  worse,  modern inan (and t h a t  c e r -  
t a i n l y  i nc ludcs  us)  simply d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  t l icse  
t h i n g s  anymore. "34 ilc niakes t h e  f u r t h e r  sugges t ion ,  
' :I t h ink  t h a t ' s  t r u e  even o f  t hose  who say  uc do. We 
l ic i t l ler  l i v e  i n  any e x i s t e n t i a l  f e a r  t h a t  t h e  d e v i l  
nay ca t ch  I I S ,  nor  a r e  we i n  any v i t a l  sense  comforted 
by tile tirougiit tl:at angc ls  a r e  v a t c i ; i r l ~  over  us." 
The reason he cannot accept  some of tile "conmon bag- 
gap&' s e t  f o r t h  f o r  b c l i c f  i n  t i le S c r i p t u r e  i s  t ha t  
' iicrl of  tile Ci'ule s l~arccl  i n  the myt;iology o f  t h e  kvorld 
just as i:e sjlarc i11 t h a t  o f  OUTS ." iZ1l.io~t w i s t f u l l y ,  
onc i s  i n c l i n e d  t o  t i i i i i L ,  P r o f .  .Jordnlil con fe s se s ,  " t o  
b e  si lre wc a l s o  i:nvc our  nyt!-iology and f i v e  l~uridred 
years fro?: 1iu1~; r!ucfi of v.i~at \ ~ c  b e l i e v e  r.:ill have an 
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,-t i r o r  t o t  a 1 u.rll-cali t;: r i ~ . o u t  i t .  " 

'r' i!lc!se \,ti0 h c l  i cvc t ;!at  r c v e l a t i  on i s 2ivc.n 
* t c e r t a i n  evcrlts 1,:: I c,! ni l ; ;enr  a s  (2oi:"s t , i i ; , i i t > r  

t tcts  rind t h a t  rcvc l a t  ion :i l s o  ~ I I ~ O ~ V C S  a S C C O ~ ~ ~  - .  :-.ai;ent o f  (:ad actuall:: giviii: Ai~r : !zc l f  i l l  r e v c l n t i o n  
an,! nnn spol~tnnco~i:;  l y  S O  i 1 , 0 1 -  1 no t  

. iinvc too  ;ii;li  a rc::arLl for 11aptisi::, a s  n !calls o f  
Crncc. t'ts you 110 douiit i,iloi<, !;criljturc ncco r J i i i j  t o  
tk is  ::~oicrn ~ i c \ , ~ ,  i s  no t  a !roc!c of r c v e l a t i n n ,  :jut t o  
z c t  a t  tile r c v c l n t o r y  :-~r:iC1 i l l  S c r i i ~ t u r e  one !.!ust. 
s i  f t  out  ti;u Livii lc r c v c l a t j  on  fro32 t;;c J i . , l c ,  a p ro-  - - 
ce s s  r ~ q u i r i i i z  t ra i l l ed  literary ailri ':ti s t o r i c t l l  s!, i 11s , 3J 

rE 
'111 e x i s t c : ~ t i : ~ l  conf ron t t i t ion  o r  crlcourrter ~<oul i l  see:: 
t o  l )c a p r c t t y  C O I ~ ; ~ ) ~ C X  u ~ : d c r t a k i : ~ g ,  cs1,cc.i a l l : .  f o r  8 
c l L r  rind snptis!:  5-ci:s s o  i e  t l r z t  i t  cn:iV t Ljc 
c.Cfcctivc. .\nd t o  i ~ c  s i i r c ,  oric o f  ti:c i:igii p r i e s t s  of 
t h e  :.!oderri ;;GO-orthotiox iiiover.:ent, i:l.{i 1 ;;runner, a t  - 
t x l \ e d  i ~ : f a i r t  1 ;a j i t i~ i i  i l l  i:i57 ~t t l i ~  i i r l ive rs i ty  o f  
' i  ti)ljsal3 on tl:ese vor)? brolincls . Ji 'ELc clc!  lcnt ',;c foiiilci 

i s i n  t i i t ?  c x t r c ~ . : ~  o!;j e c t i v i s . .  of iiifaiit ! j i lp t i~ l  i 

:,as t iLe  ' T I - r i ' i ; o ~ ~  i:cl:itioli.' (.aociy, p. 5.7). 

Six  y e a r s  l a t f g  liar1 ;:3rtli a t t a c : : ~ ~  t i ic Goctri l ic 
of i n f a n t  Irnj~tisi . : .  3' i:c deilicll t i ic ~ o ~ w r  of L ; ~ ; ; t i ~ i i  

t o  ':csto:i f n i t i i  nnil a s s c r t c d  t l m t  bap t i s r !  is a p la t t e r  
o-T c o g n i t i o n  o f  sn lva t i o l l  aild t i!at  it i s  riot c a u s a l .  
"No:: Eaiti; i s  tile cssc1:tial t l i i n g ,  and hcncc t a l ~ t i s ; ~ :  
is no t  l e g i t i ~ ~ a t e  ~ z i t ; : i n  t h e  I;ingtion of  Cod jEcrLout.:cu 
1) 1 )  . "'i'ile carlsal  connect i on  'i)et~:ecrt tilt aci~;ii nis - 
t r a t i o n  of  !:'atcr i ~ a p t  is:.' all(: rc:;criera.ti on i s  r e j  ectci:  
( j?)r  i :nr t :~)  on t i ~ c  grouniit., t l i a t  i t  is ' a confou~tcliilg o f  
t l ,c  s l r 3 j ec t1  i .  c .  , t't-osc lilio : i~In in ls ter  tile r i t e  arli; 
t I la t i i ! i  t i l  \:i;icli i t  i s  ndr;iirlistered a r e  confuseci \.:it:, 
t ? : ~  s o l c  a2c:;c)- o f  Jcsus  C i r i s t  iii I:egcric.ratio~;. ' ib 
(- i o ~ d j - ,  I>. bo) . 
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i.11 e s  tec ic l  ':,- the T,lcthernn ;<eo-CrtilorIox t:icolo:;i X I S ,  i t  
::nii!ti l i o t  'be s ~ r i ~ r i s i r : , ;  to so1;ic o f  t ; ;c , l :  c ! ~ : , i r -  

.rnd i n z  t i :  I i i i  i);irti CLI l a x ,  in f : ~ ~ i  ;,ai;t is;.  ."J 
I (  ,.a ? - 
tL1?u ti.:?t i .2 ~ l i l ~ ,  L!; Y : ' c ~ . c : ~ I  ;,- t ) , u  c ; l s ~  , ''t:i(2~l i ' ~ 3  

Irl i : : . r i s t i an i t ) -  1'0~13y (A,jril 14,  130'7, I.!<. S-111, 
--.--- ---. 

Pro fe s so r  J,oigl= Jorciafil oiJjectcd v i a  tlie l e t t e r s - t o -  

I t  i s  un fo r tuna to  t ; i a t  !)avid Scaer  
ijnscd h i s  ieferlsc cf i n f a n t  ijalitisr: on 
ii.;i;it i s  ~;PO!:"~I l y  t l ie i:ors t 1,oss i l ) lc  a r -  
gur;ient i n  f a v o r  of t;ie church ' s t r a d i  - 
t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e .  The i.?:iole concept  o f  
' $ i n f a n t  f n i  t h  ' i s  u:~convincing, s ;~ccu l a -  
t i v c  t o  t:-e cictrcxle, and,  i n  f z c t  i n -  
t r n d ~ ~ c e s  a ; x c u l i r , r l y  Ailahayeist apolo-  
g e t i c .  . . . Lct us drop t h i s  fcc1)lc 
arid unnccess a ry  argu~;ient f roll1 " i n  Eant 
i t - ,  . ' I t  confuses  z t  t h e  snl::e t il:re 
a s  it s e r i o u s l v  undercuts t h e  doc t r i r i e  

(!i~e does n o t  !<i~o\; i ihe thcr  2 r o i e s s o r  J o r d a h l r s  p o s i t i o n  
i s  t y p i c a l  o f  t i ic  nodern 1,utIieran :Gee-ortilodoxist o r  
].:ere l y  i ~ c l i c a t  i v e  of a c e r t a i n  f r i n ~ c  c l e v ~ e n t  . 

:Ill o f  u s  :vho con fc s s  t o  t;c Lr~tlierarr rnust I)t? on 
ou r  guard l e s t  ice l o s e  the S c r i p t u r a l  d o c t r i n e  o!' bap- 
t i s r t .  I ' l~ose  i%:Eio are of a nlore C o l ~ f e s s i o n a l  frarrle o f  
mind t end  t o  rend p e r i o d i c a l s  such a s  -- C h r i s t i a n i t y  
'I'oday, ?:.here, apiart from P r o f e s s o r  Scaer  ' s a r t i c l e ,  - - .. -- .I 

one xj.11 ]lave t o  t i ~ u n b  q u i t e  a fcii  ;-agcs t o  f i i ld  a 
S c r i p t u r a l  preser t ta t iur i  o f  h a p t i s n  o r ,  f o r  t l i a t  ] ; l a t t e r ,  
t h e  l o r d ' s  supper .  The r e f e r e n c e  books t h a t  t11is nag- 
azinc l ~ r o i i o t c s  ( "akcr ' s  b i c t i o i l a ry  o f  Tlleology , Casic -- - .- - -- 
Cilrist inrl  ? ~ ~ t r i n e ,  e t c  .) , t l~ougi i  t i : ~ )  r:ay have an - --- 
occas iona l  1,utircran c o n t r i i ~ u t o r  of t!lc consea"vative 
s t r i r c  , c o n s i s t e n t  1:. I + r e s e n t  t1.e ?,c.forr!cu l io int  o f  
vier\ on l1aj?tis:r. And i.c shotild n o t  fori:ct t i t a t  t i le 
a;'] " 8  1 o f  5 i l l -y  !1ra:1nr-! f o r  l?crso~l:~l  Ccc i s i o n  in re-  
pentance sornetinies leads some t o  want t o  make a drama- 
t i c  c o ~ l f c s s i o n  sf the i r  new b i r t h  and even t o  be re- 
bap t i z ed .  
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1:cutqcn i c a l  ; .ovcmcnt !:as c:lcouirtcrcd .SOI;IC 

3 t l . c ~  i n  tr)-i;l:: t o  a d j u s t  t1.c d i f f c r c n c c s  i n  
r i n e  of  i ~ : i i > t i s ~ ~ .  Sor .1~ r c j c c t  tiie i u c a  of u;:- 

c I l ~ r ~ i 1  K : C J # I ~ ; ~ T S  ; 0t;;crs ca 11 f o r  i n f a n t  ball- 
some 0111>~ f o r  a d u l t  ;-trtptisn, o r  i;i;at i s  ~ i s u a l l y  

7 ' l . e l i cve r ' s  i japt is~i i .  " Cnc hea r s  l i t t l e  o r  no 
o r  t h e  posi t iorr  t h a t  bajitis:-; i s  a :Icans of !;race 

t!lrougii iqi:ici~ Go2 f o r g i v e s  s i n  an2 hcs tous  fa i t ! i .  Tllc 
Consu l t a t i  on on CIlurcil iini on (CGCU) , one of  t!re most 
a c t i v e  ecume~lical  movements f o r  organi  e union,  re  j c c t s  
t h e  p r a c t i c e  of  rebapt i sm 3nb'per1qits both forms of  
t,nptism,   cot!^ i n f a n t  baptis~:l  and b c l i c v c r ' s  ' 1 a~ t i s12  
s l in l l  'Ljc accci3ted ns , z l t e r n a t i v c  j ~ r a c t i c c s  i n  t h e  
u n i t c i  cliurc$; : .e i t i ;cr  s;:;lll inposc con t r a ry  t o  
c o n s c i ~ ~ i c e .  ' ' 3 2  Professor ?:oody sugges t s  t h a t  a s  a n  
i ~ l t e r i ~ ?  so lu t io r l  tovarcl o rgan i c  uni ty tliis palr be t h e  
on ly  ~z'ay. ' '  (p. 3 0 3 ) .  i u t  i t  c e r t a i n l y  i s  no t  t h c  
S c r i p t u r a l  m y  toiarcis  n God-lll.easinf u n i t y .  

In  conc lus ion ,  I can thirlh, o f  no b e t t e r  way t o  
errd tiiis e s say  t i tan t o  Lr i i~ l ;  t o  your  ;nei.lory tiic v;ords 
\vit;i ~ h i c l i  1,ut;icr c lo sed  h i s  confessioxl o f  b a p t i s n  i11 

t l l c  Large Catecliislrl : 

Tllus it appears  t h a t  pihat a g r e a t  
e x c e l l e n t  t i l ing b a l , t i s ~ l  i s ,  v~hicil dc- 
l i v e r s  us Erori t h e  j a c s  o f  t l ie d e v i l  
arld ~lltrhes us God's OWII, suppresses  nncl 
t a k e s  away s i n ,  and t hen  d a i l y  s t r e n g t h e n s  
a new man; and is  and remains e v e r  e f f i -  
cac ious  u n t i l  we pas s  tilrougli tliis e s t a t e  
0: n i s e r y  t o  ctt lr i lal  g l a r y .  

For tiiis reason ,  t i ien,  l e t  cvcryonc 
esteem h i s  baptisin as a d a i l y  d r e s s  i n  
r.:;licil lac i s  t o  1'~31fi C O I ~ S  t a n t l y ,  t ; , a t  ;kc 
!!lay e v e r  Le  found i l l  t h e  fa i t ! ; '  ark6 i t s  
f r u i t s  , t h a t  I:e sui ) i j rcss  tIre o l  ci war1 and 
grolq up i n  tllc ncr;. for i f  i;c s;iorllc! 11c 
C ; l r i s t i an s ,  tvc i t u l s t  p r a c t i c e  t lAc 1.1or1; 
idllcrei~y Ice a r c  t : i r i s t i a ~ l s ,  I:ut i f  any 
orre f a l l  a\i;ty f r o r l  i t ,  jie? k : i : ~ !  aga in  C O ~ C  

i l l to i t .  For j u s t  as  (;;lrist, tile I:ercy- 
s e a t ,  does not recede 1-rom u s  nor f o r b i d  
us  t o  col~le t o  i r i 1 1  ;~gti i i i ,  even thougli ~ ; c  
s i n ,  so  a l l  Iiis t r e a s u r e  altd ~ i f t s  a l s o  
rc~,laii:. I f ,  t f ; c re fore ,  \ic ;lave onlcc i r l  

i)zptisr;l oiitnilled f o r g i ~ c i i c s s  o f  s i 11, i t  
rt:i 11 rcmai~ i  cvcrj- Ca)- 35 loii;: 3s \be l i v e ,  
tilat i s ,  a s  1o:l: ns I % C  c a r r y  tr'ic o ld  I!za:1 
a!)o~tt ou r  neck. (Tr ig .  2. 753) . 
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ch i ld ren  of C1:ristian pa ren t s .  : (Preface,  In fan t  
I;apt.isc;, c t c . ) .  



11 . .;orton ,Tones, 'i'cxtbooi, of Gcncral i ! i i l ~ , i i ~ t ~ ) ~ ,  S t .  - -11 ---_1_-- 

I.ouis : ' r ' i ! ~  C. 1'. 1~:osL~- C U .  , l>?c!,!, p .  176. 

1 .  ciscar C I I ~  11:lnnn , Za;)tis, i i : ~  tlic ::c:~ Tcs tameilt , --- - 
t r a n s .  ,.J. K. S .  i:eiZ, London: Xi . !  Prcss  , 135b. 

13. P ieper ,  Vol 3, p. 2 2 6 .  

14. .Joliannes Ylvisnker , Tlic Sospels  , : ; inneajiolis : 
v 

APIi, 1952, 1,. 7 8 2 .  
5 

15. L , 0 40 ,  "Coiicernirig i:cl:aptisl:?,' L>. 2 3 9 -  

16. Three 'i 'reati s e s ,  p.  155,156. --- 

17. For a discussiori  of  tile !;ords of' bapt iz i~ ig , ; ,  r e -  - 

cel l t ly  s~~ggcs tec l  ciiarigcs i n  t l ~ c  baptisrii ;~l l i t u r g y ,  
s ec  2avi.c: P. Scncr ' s  "Tiic Pro~,oseil  I'itc for iioljr 

18. Cuoted liy 1lcrir)- 1 : .  Drow~i, 1:aptisn Tiirougii tlic 
Centur ies ,  r!ountain Vie\.:, C a l i f o r n i a :  I 'acif ic  - 
Press Put .  Assr;. , 1965, 1). 4 .1 .  

19. i3ak;tislii, e t c .  , p. 57. 

2 .  Viricent Taylor ,  Tl~c Gospel According t o  S t .  H a r k ,  - - -- -- 
London: .lacli?illan, 1363, ;I. 610. 

21. ~:ull~-la1111, 1 I e  21. 

2 2 .  (hlPl;~anll, ;I. 56. 

2 3 .  2oac:iirt Jcrc;-iias , Ilrfailt I:ni)ti~7i i n  t ; i ~  13  r s t  
-̂-- _I___-- -.-- - - 

Four Centur ies ,  t r a n s .  :12vid Cairns, P i ~ i  l a d c l ~  i l ia:  -- 
rE:c "r.str.~instcl- Frcss , l f ' 6 2 ,  i ~ .  .3(;. 

2 7 .  p(;d , I ~ : ; o  :,Lirt ,'il : 1 i l L : ,  t f ; c  i.:lr1y (:::t:rc:i r;ai,ti zc ..------ 
I,~l':l~lts'? t rms .  <Lie ::. f;c;isl<:>~-- '~~~rr:~;~.,  I)i,ilac!cl- 

r 7 ,  : - ' i i :~  : k, ,c  "cst11,j i1:;tcr Prcs:; , 1 90.; . f;ui tscc!uent l y  
,T-rclli:!s .:r(itc ;I ~ ~ j i l : , '  t~ 'land: - Tlic :lri:ins - -  of  
Iiifntit ;izi:.tis:~: ,"i 1:ttrt;:lcr S t u d y  I n  I:ci!ly t o  --.- ---- ----- 
1:ul-t r\l:tnd , !_onclo% : :=J(:i I i'ress , 1963. J lcre he 

ciii l d r e ; ~  ~: l~xst  s t r ; ; iL ,  bccz~lse  i n  no p l ace  i r :  t h e  
.. . '?. i s  t ; ~ c r c  an)' ev i  ~ C I I C C  t 1 1 3 t .  t;lc teri,k i s  
s t r i c t c d  t o  ; ~ d u i t  i : 1 ~ i ~ i i > ~ ~ ~  o f  tI!e ;iouseilol6 olrly 
jscc .ooL>= 1 , ~ .  ISSf ' f  j . I f  i t ;  ins"iructivt.  t o  note  
ti lnt , ?crec~ias  i;i;~Xcs t h e  c t s ~ c i ~ t  j ioint  t i la t  Acts 2 :  
3:;,35, froin t h e  context  aild J o e l  2 :22, r , : ~ ~ s t  il:lvc 
rcl'ercilcc t o  clii ltircn and not tlie coi;ting gcrtera- 
t iol;s (Sec Iiifailt 2a;)tisi,1, C ~ C  . ;I. ~2-i)) . OiIe more 
;loto : 11: t:ic ~ n : l T ~ ; i  cc l i t i o :~  of  IiiLC~illt h:q!t is:.i, 
et-c. a s  contrasted lri t ? ~  tilc ear l j  er ~er;nal l  e d i t i o n  
,:crc~;~ias ilo longer acce;,ts as cviGer~ce, I .  Car. 
7 :14 ,  a t  l eas t  a t  Corinth,  t h a t  t hey  d i d  no t  
bap t i ze  ch i ld ren  born of a t  l e a s t  one Chr i s t i an  
r ,armt : "I no 1oni;er venture  t o  c~ra:: t h c  Con- 
c lus ion  t1;3t I ,  Cor. 7 : 14 prcsupji~oses t h a t  t h e  
C1:ristiails o f  C o r i n t l ~  forebore  t o  bal t t ize the  
ch i ld ren  of C1:ristian pa ren t s .  : (Preface,  In fan t  
I;apt.isc;, c t c . ) .  



L 1 
t i 
ti; 

,.. - ScC 3.  ;;. Ycic;cl; , ' Scl-ii-t-cire ;txi'; I..cv;.lnt ioii' i,; 
'ri-,i :: 5tcaC?-a~t  ;.'ord, ' :.i l i ; ;~t~Lcc : ::i'::, 15bS, i j i , .  -- --- - --- 
51-;,2 . 

ff r A,.  C h - i s t i ~ ~ n i t y  ' i ( : . ~ ; , *~  ;!qr 1 2 ,  lCX7 -- , I'. 23.  

... .- 
3 .  i S t ,  1 5 ( I ,  l ? < ~ b )  0 .i, ;:. 2,: -- --- 

:::-iiotei: 1 o -  *tt::i&~, c t c . ,  1:. :j:>.. 

. -., 
l i d n t  es  of' tjlc '-jul?raii Co:in?kinit:;, cii;i:roxii;intely 

1312 3. i:. to 3 2. , si,?:; t t 1 i . i ~  C01:n::uni t ) r  :rss 
rlctivc at t!!e vex-). t ; i r i : s ; i c j l ~ ;  9: t'!!i: i!i.rtj: 0.f: cl;ri : ; t i-  
<I.{. ; . , , , :'. I t  si::ll:> t ' i f - ?  ~ : i ~ t i  rc; l-jcl--l ( j ~  ~ f :  li Fc of 
i  ti:^ i::ii-.t i :Z , ti.:(: li fc ;in< .i,i p i  str;,r (35 < J k : ~ ; i i ~  

t :  : ;  I i ,  0 , C  i c 1 i , c ; ;  i :i 
t i ' i  ;;oo;; o f  t;ic : ! c t 5 ,  ! , t~ t j ;c t i : - ;c  c?.!.  ti,^ 
:ic!str~ict i <>i~ 0-f .Ji>j, i j>;; : j  E:I:!. 

, 3 ,  7 .  ~ - 7  :.&us i t .  - , b ~ ) i ~ i . j  , , : I L - L ~  I C C ~ ;  ' ~ ? ; : ; l , J c  ::(;r SLI::~.; <:;\:-. 

C'::?ii:-,i, t(.~l t;:j ,c : , J ; :cc  i.,.;-t\ c<-:;l i,!,~.; : ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ * ~ L ; - j  [ < j ; , - , . ! ~ i ~ i i  Q7 ; i l l c :  

t : - i  j,;j;;tisc , 2~-.:::1,: ,,., : i t ? ~ i  . ! I  . 5 :i; . 3cj5t.ic5 ; i i j ( :  t : , c  c ~ i r l ~ ,  
. . . I  

f ,- it:,-, i 'r,: , - % , #  1 - i.::. 13 5 t i :!:I c* ,~~1 .c .  . . , , , . . : . , is,:  i.r\.' ' ~ <  ; ! s  :;i ~ ~ : i ; \ ~ ~ < .  

not  f a r  from t i l e  place \:here .John t h e  B a p t i s t  was 
born and where hc dwelt  "till t h e  day of  h i s  showing 
un to  I ~ r a c l . ~ '  Luke 1 : 30.  And t h e  p l a c e  where John 
was b a p t i z i n g  i n  t h e  River  Jordan  was on ly  10 o r  12 
mi l e s  from t h e  Qumran Community. Rctlllehem and 
Jerusalem l i kewi se  were on ly  a few mi l e s  d i s t a n t  
from Qlmr an . 

\$as John t h e  B a p t i s t  acqua in ted  wi th  t h e  Qumran 
b re th r en?  Some have even con j ec tu r ed  t h a t  he  was 
brought up i n  t h e  Qumran Coinmunity. But t h i s  is  a 
ques t i on  which, a s  f a r  a s  we can s e e  now, w i l l  have t o  
remain unanswered. C e r t a i n  exp re s s ions  and p r a c t i c e s  
can be po in ted  ou t  t h a t  a r e  somewhat s i m i l a r  i n  bo th .  
For example, t h e  qumran s e c t a r i s t s  speak of  p r epa r ing  
t h e  way of t h e  Lord i n  t h e  d e s e r t .  (ilanual o f  Dis- 
c i p l i n e ,  V I I I ,  14) And John l i kewi se  s ays  t h a t  he  i s  
"the vo ice  of  one c ry ing  i n  t h e  w i lde rnes s ,  Prepare  ye 
t h e  way of  t h e  Lord. v f  i4at t .  3 : 3 .  Ifowever, no th ing  
more can d e f i n i t e l y  be a s s e r t e d  concerning t h i s  t han  
t h a t  both were we l l  acqua in ted  wi th  t h e  Book of  t h e  
Prophet I s a i a h  which e v i d e n t l y  was h e l d  i n  high r ega rd  
by t h e  Qumran Community. This  i s  t h e  on ly  book of 
t h e  Old Testament t h a t  ha s  becn found i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  
among a l l  t h e  Qumran S c r o l l s .  

The Qumran Community p r a c t i c e d  ceremonial wash- 
i n g s ,  and John bap t i zed  i n  t h e  River  Jordan .  But Iiere, 
t o o ,  t h e r e  i s  a g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  because t h e  Qumran 
washings were r epea t ed ,  whi le  J o h n ' s  bapt ism was a 
once - in - a - l i f e - t ime  performance. John d i d  n o t  empha- 
s i z e  any kind o f  a ceremonial washing, a s  i n  t h e  ca sc  
of  Qumran. Likewise,  John a s s e r t e d  t h a t  hc had been 
s e n t  by God t o  bap t i ze ,  John 1 : 33 ,  and t h a t  h i s  -bap- 
t i s m  was f o r  t h c  fo rg ivenes s  o f  s i n s .  ?.!ark 1 :4 ;  Luke 
3 : 3 .  Tliis shows t h a t  h i s  bapt ism was no t  something 
he had taken over from t h e  Qumran s e c t a r i s t s ,  

Furtilcrmorc, John t h e  Bap t i s t  was no t  one who 
souglit t o  withdraw from s o c i e t y  i n  c a r r y i n g  on h i s  
w o r k ,  as was t h c  casc r r ~ i  th t i l e  Q~imrarl b re th ren .  .John 
Ilrushcd shoulders  w i t h  the 13harisees and Sadducees,  
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>.!att. 3:7,  with t h e  publ icans ,  Luke 3:12, with s o l -  
d i e r s ,  Luke 3:14, and even with Herod t h e  Te t r a rch ,  
Luke 3:19. And while John l i v e d  a very simple l i f e  
i n  d i e t  and a t t i r e  and a l s o  p rac t i ced  f a s t i n g  and 
abs t a in ing  from t h e  use of  s t rong  d r ink ,  he was not  
an a s c e t i c  of  t h e  kind t h a t  t h e  Qumran s e c t a r i s t s  
demanded t h a t  t laeir  fo l lowers  be.  These were r e -  
qui red  t o  withdraw from s o c i e t y ,  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  Com- 
munity and l i v e  according t o  t h e  s t r i c t  r u l e s  of t h e  
s e c t  and y i e l d  t h e i r  possessions t o  t h e  Community. 

While t h e  Qumran b re th ren  spoke o f  a t  l e a s t  two, 
i f  no t  t h r e e ,  messiahs, John poin ted  t o  t h e  one Mes- 
s i a h  who was a l ready i n  t h e  midst of  t h e  people,  a 
Messiah wllo, though coming a f t e r  him, was before  him 
and whose shoe ' s  l a t c h e t  he was unworthy t o  unloose. 
John 1:27. And John ' s  Messiah was none o t h e r  than  
t h e  Son of  God, John 1 3 4 .  Indeed, he had heard t h e  
Father  dec la re  s o  from heaven a t  J e s u s '  baptism. 
Matt. 3:17. 

And now we preceed t o  t h e  d iscuss ion  concerning 
any connection t h a t  J e sus  might have had wi th  t h e  
Qumran Community. The Gospels do not  recount  any 
word o f  J e sus  about them o r  about t h e  s e c t  of  t h e  
Essenes t o  which they l i k e l y  belonged. Here t h e  s i t -  
ua t ion  i s  a l s o  t h e  same as i n  thc  case of John t h e  
Bap t i s t :  No proof can be brought t o  show t h a t  J e sus  
had any connection with t h e  Qumran Community. 

J e sus '  temptat ion by t h e  d e v i l  may well have taken 
p lace  i n  t h i s  a r e a  o f  t h e  Judaean d e s e r t  where the  
Qumran Community was e s t ab l i shed .  Arid t h e  account of  
J e s u s f  temptat ion a l s o  s e t s  f o r t h  t h e  b a t t l e  which He, 
t h e  r ighteous  One and t h e  Light of  t h e  world, had with 
t h e  wicked one who i s  t h e  p r ince  of darkness,  and t h a t  
t h e  angels a l s o  had a p a r t  i n  t h i s  ma t t e r  by way of  
serving Him af ter  t h e  b a t t l e  was over.  Matt. 4 :11 .  
L i k e w i s e  t h e  Qumran Scrolls speak of t h e  b a t t l e  be- 
tween t h e  sons of l i g h t  and t h e  sons of  darkness and 
that the angels  a l i g n  themselves on t h e  s ide of the 
cl i i ldren of  l i g i i t .  Hut t h i s  i s  no foundation on r.rlkich 

t o  b u i l d  a theory  corrcerning a connectiorl between 
Clirist and Qumran. 

The Qumrnn covenanters were g r e a t  s t i c k l e r s  on 
r i t u a l  and f o r n a l i t y ,  demanding s t r i c t  observance of 
t h e  Sabbath and times and seasons.  In t h e  mat te r  of 
tllc observance of  t h e  Sabbath they went even f a r t h e r  
than t h e  Pharisees of  ,Jesusf day. The Pharisees 
tqould ev iden t ly  allow such a tl i ing a s  drawing an ox 
o r  a donkey up out  of  a p i t  on t h e  Sabbath day. But 
tlic Qumran bre thren  forbad even t h i s .  The Zadokite 
Document says  : 

"No one is  t o  f o a l  a beas t  on t h e  Sabbath day. 
Even i f  it drop i t s  young i n t o  a c i s t e r n  o r  
p i t ,  he is  not t o  l i f t  i t  out  on t h e  Sabbatil." 
(Page 78,  The Dead Sea S c r o l l s ,  Gas ter . )  

But J e sus  was no sabba ta r i an  i n  t h i s  sense ,  as  
evidenced by His f requent  encounters  with t h e  Plrari- 
s ees  over t h e  rrlatter o f  hea l ing  on t h e  Sabbath, : la t t .  
12:lO; Lukc 14:3,  and allowing His d i s c i p l e s  t o  pluck 
and t h r e s h  tlle heads of  g r a i n  a s  tiley walked through 
t h c  g r a i n  f i e l d s  on t h e  Sabbath day and were hungry. 
"late. 1 2 : l .  

Whereas t h e  Qumran b re th ren  were requi red  t o  keep 
themselves a p a r t  from a l l  froward men (bianual of  D i s -  
c i p l i n e ,  p .  47 of  Gas te r ) ,  J e sus  a s soc ia t ed  with pub- 
l i c a n s  and s i n n e r s .  Matt. 9:10, And i f  Simon, t h e  
Phar isee ,  was su rp r i sed  t h a t  J e sus  would allow a s i n -  
f u l  woman t o  touch E l i s  f e e t  a s  IIe r e c l i n e d  a t  t h e  
t a b l e  i n  h i s  house, Luke 7:39, no doubt t h e  Qumran 
bre thren  would b e  doubly surprised and throw up t h e i r  
hands i n  holy i lorror  a t  such a t h i n g .  Tliey forbad 
a s soc ia t ing  with froward men " i n  every respec t" .  (P .  
48, Gaster . )  The Qumran Comunity was extremely 
seclusive and would not  even speak of  t h e  meaning o f  
tile Law i n  t h e  company o f  froward men. (Gaster ,  p .  59. 
Their doc t r ines  were k e p t  secret from anyone not  o f  
t h e i r  number. The practice of  Jesus and tiis d i s c i p l e s  
was e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t .  Jcsus s a i d ,  "lkliat ye  hear  in 



>.!att. 3:7,  with t h e  publ icans ,  Luke 3:12, with s o l -  
d i e r s ,  Luke 3:14, and even with Herod t h e  Te t r a rch ,  
Luke 3:19. And while John l i v e d  a very simple l i f e  
i n  d i e t  and a t t i r e  and a l s o  p rac t i ced  f a s t i n g  and 
abs t a in ing  from t h e  use of  s t rong  d r ink ,  he was not  
an a s c e t i c  of  t h e  kind t h a t  t h e  Qumran s e c t a r i s t s  
demanded t h a t  t laeir  fo l lowers  be.  These were r e -  
qui red  t o  withdraw from s o c i e t y ,  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  Com- 
munity and l i v e  according t o  t h e  s t r i c t  r u l e s  of t h e  
s e c t  and y i e l d  t h e i r  possessions t o  t h e  Community. 

While t h e  Qumran b re th ren  spoke o f  a t  l e a s t  two, 
i f  no t  t h r e e ,  messiahs, John poin ted  t o  t h e  one Mes- 
s i a h  who was a l ready i n  t h e  midst of  t h e  people,  a 
Messiah wllo, though coming a f t e r  him, was before  him 
and whose shoe ' s  l a t c h e t  he was unworthy t o  unloose. 
John 1:27. And John ' s  Messiah was none o t h e r  than  
t h e  Son of  God, John 1 3 4 .  Indeed, he had heard t h e  
Father  dec la re  s o  from heaven a t  J e s u s '  baptism. 
Matt. 3:17. 

And now we preceed t o  t h e  d iscuss ion  concerning 
any connection t h a t  J e sus  might have had wi th  t h e  
Qumran Community. The Gospels do not  recount  any 
word o f  J e sus  about them o r  about t h e  s e c t  of  t h e  
Essenes t o  which they l i k e l y  belonged. Here t h e  s i t -  
ua t ion  i s  a l s o  t h e  same as i n  thc  case of John t h e  
Bap t i s t :  No proof can be brought t o  show t h a t  J e sus  
had any connection with t h e  Qumran Community. 

J e sus '  temptat ion by t h e  d e v i l  may well have taken 
p lace  i n  t h i s  a r e a  o f  t h e  Judaean d e s e r t  where the  
Qumran Community was e s t ab l i shed .  Arid t h e  account of  
J e s u s f  temptat ion a l s o  s e t s  f o r t h  t h e  b a t t l e  which He, 
t h e  r ighteous  One and t h e  Light of  t h e  world, had with 
t h e  wicked one who i s  t h e  p r ince  of darkness,  and t h a t  
t h e  angels a l s o  had a p a r t  i n  t h i s  ma t t e r  by way of  
serving Him af ter  t h e  b a t t l e  was over.  Matt. 4 :11 .  
L i k e w i s e  t h e  Qumran Scrolls speak of t h e  b a t t l e  be- 
tween t h e  sons of l i g h t  and t h e  sons of  darkness and 
that the angels  a l i g n  themselves on t h e  s ide of the 
cl i i ldren of  l i g i i t .  Hut t h i s  i s  no foundation on r.rlkich 

t o  b u i l d  a theory  corrcerning a connectiorl between 
Clirist and Qumran. 

The Qumrnn covenanters were g r e a t  s t i c k l e r s  on 
r i t u a l  and f o r n a l i t y ,  demanding s t r i c t  observance of 
t h e  Sabbath and times and seasons.  In t h e  mat te r  of 
tllc observance of  t h e  Sabbath they went even f a r t h e r  
than t h e  Pharisees of  ,Jesusf day. The Pharisees 
tqould ev iden t ly  allow such a tl i ing a s  drawing an ox 
o r  a donkey up out  of  a p i t  on t h e  Sabbath day. But 
tlic Qumran bre thren  forbad even t h i s .  The Zadokite 
Document says  : 

"No one is  t o  f o a l  a beas t  on t h e  Sabbath day. 
Even i f  it drop i t s  young i n t o  a c i s t e r n  o r  
p i t ,  he is  not t o  l i f t  i t  out  on t h e  Sabbatil." 
(Page 78,  The Dead Sea S c r o l l s ,  Gas ter . )  

But J e sus  was no sabba ta r i an  i n  t h i s  sense ,  as  
evidenced by His f requent  encounters  with t h e  Plrari- 
s ees  over t h e  rrlatter o f  hea l ing  on t h e  Sabbath, : la t t .  
12:lO; Lukc 14:3,  and allowing His d i s c i p l e s  t o  pluck 
and t h r e s h  tlle heads of  g r a i n  a s  tiley walked through 
t h c  g r a i n  f i e l d s  on t h e  Sabbath day and were hungry. 
"late. 1 2 : l .  

Whereas t h e  Qumran b re th ren  were requi red  t o  keep 
themselves a p a r t  from a l l  froward men (bianual of  D i s -  
c i p l i n e ,  p .  47 of  Gas te r ) ,  J e sus  a s soc ia t ed  with pub- 
l i c a n s  and s i n n e r s .  Matt. 9:10, And i f  Simon, t h e  
Phar isee ,  was su rp r i sed  t h a t  J e sus  would allow a s i n -  
f u l  woman t o  touch E l i s  f e e t  a s  IIe r e c l i n e d  a t  t h e  
t a b l e  i n  h i s  house, Luke 7:39, no doubt t h e  Qumran 
bre thren  would b e  doubly surprised and throw up t h e i r  
hands i n  holy i lorror  a t  such a t h i n g .  Tliey forbad 
a s soc ia t ing  with froward men " i n  every respec t" .  (P .  
48, Gaster . )  The Qumran Comunity was extremely 
seclusive and would not  even speak of  t h e  meaning o f  
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t h e  e a r ,  t h a t  preach ye upon t h e  housetops ," hlat t ,  
10 : 2'7. kl t i l e  J e sus  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  b e l i e v e r s  were n o t  
OF THE WORLD, John 1 2 1 4 ,  I-Ie c e r t a i n l y  d i d  no t  advo- 
c a t e  t h e i r  withdrawing from a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  t h e  
world. John 17:15. The Qumran Community e v i d e n t l y  
thought they  could work toward t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of  
t h e i r  na t i on  by withdrawing i n t o  t h e i r  secluded com- 
munity. But J e s u s  wanted His fo l lower s  t o  be a s a l t  
and a l i g h t  ou t  i n  t h e  world.  Matt 5:14-16. 

The Qumran s e c t a r i s t s  %aught t h a t  t hey  should 
h a t e  every worker of  i n i q u i t y  and love only t h e  b re th -  
r en .  But J e s u s f  word s t a n d s  ou t  i n  sha rp  c o n t r a s t :  
IfLove your enemies." 5 :44, "Fsr i f  ye love 
them which love you, what reward Ilave ye? Do n o t  even 
t h e  publ icans  t h e  same?" Matt. 5:46. 

The Qumran Community had g r e a t  respect f o r  t h e i r  
"TEACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS". Attempts have been made 
t o  f i n d  a l i k e n e s s  between t h e i r  Teacher of Rigktesus-  
ne s s  and J e s u s *  However, an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  
m a t t e r  shows c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  theology of t h e  Teacher 
of  Ii ightesusness d i f f e r e d  from t h a t  of  ,Jesus i n  i t s  
most b a s i c  emphases. The Teacher o f  Righteousness was 
v i t a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p u r i t y  af t h e  priesthy l i n e ,  
i n  foablo~sing a sacred so l a r  calendar, and i n  the 
s"r;rie,$l* observance of  t h e  L a w ,  Sesus was very d i f -  
f e r e n t  iw these respects, Jesus claimed sinlessness 
f o r  Himself, John 8:46, The Teacher of Righteousness,  
on t h e  ~ t ' % % e r  hand, confesses h imse l f  t o  be a sinner, 

I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  indeed t h a t  i n  t h e  mids t  sf  t h e  
l e g a l i s t i c  wr i t i ngs  of  the Qumran people there emerges 
from time t o  tirr,e deeper s p i r i t u a l  i n s i g h t s  which are 
mose ' in  t h e  s p i r i t  of  t h e  Go%pePs. We wish t o  draw 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  fo l lowing  verses from t h e  hymns ap- 
pended t o  t h e  Manual of E s c i p l i n e :  

But as f o r  me P belong t o  an evil humanity 
And to t h e  company s f  wicked f l e s h .  
P*!ine i n i q u i t i e s ,  my t r a n s g r e s s i s n s ,  my sin, ,. 
Belong t o .  .. t h e  %]lings t h a t  move i n  darknsss, 

For a man's way i s  not  h i s  own 
A man cannot d i r e c t  fiis s t e p s :  
But t o  God belongs j u s t i f i c a t i o ~ l  
And from h i s  hand i s  i n t e g r i t y  o f  way.. . . 
And i f  I s tumble,  Cod's mercy i s  my 

s a l v a t i o n  f o r  eve r .  
And i f  I stumble i n  c a r n a l  e v i l ,  
hly j u s t i f i c a t i o n  through God's r i gh t eousnes s  

s h a l l  s t and  e v e r l a s t i n g l y  .... 
Even from t h e  p i t  he w i l l  draw f o r t h  my s o u l ,  
And w i l l  d i r e c t  i n  t h e  way my s t e p s .  
In  h i s  compassion he  has  brought me n e a r ,  
And i n  Iris mercy he w i l l  b r i n g  my j u s t i f i c a t i o n ;  
In  h i s  s t e a d f a s t  r i gh t eousnes s  he has  

j u s t i f i e d  me; 
And i n  h i s  g r e a t  goodness h e  w i l l  a tone  f o r  

a l l  mine i n i q u i t i e s ,  
And i n  h i s  s i gh t eousnes s  he will c l eanse  mc 

from man's impur i ty ,  
And from t h e  s i n  o f  t h e  clr i ldren o f  men, 

(flanual o f  D i s c i p l i n e ,  XI. lOff ,  quoted i n  
Black, The S c r o l l s  and C h r i s t i a n  Or ig ins ,  
P *  125, 126.) 

Concerning t h i s ,  D r ,  Millar Burrows remarks: 

"The p o i n t  of  prime importance h e r e  i s  t h a t  
while  man has  no r i gh t eousnes s  of  h i s  own, 
t h e r e  is  a r i gh t eousncs s  which God, i n  h i s  
own r igh t eousnes s ,  f r e e l y  c o n f e r s ,  The 
meaning o f  t h e  r i gh t eousnes s  o f  God i n  Rom. 
3 2 1 - 2 6  i s  thus  i l l u s t r a t e d  and sf~ol.rn t o  be 
roo ted  i n  pre-Chris  t i a n  Judaism. I '  (Quoted 
i n  Black, ?he S c r o l l s  and C h r i s t i a n  Or ig ins ,  
13. 126*] 

Fluch as we would l i k e  t o  d e l i g h t  i n  t h i s  s ta tement  
t h a t  sounds somewhat l i k e  $tie C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e  of  
j u s t i f i c a t i o l a  by grace th rough  f a i t h ,  y e t  we cannot 
he lp  note that t h e  very  foundat ion  of  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
d o c t r i n e  o f  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  i s  lacking i n  t h i s  s t a t e -  
ment, namely '!TIC redevtiorr t l l a t  i s  in Ctlr is t  J e s u s  * ' '  
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And i f  I s tumble,  Cod's mercy i s  my 

s a l v a t i o n  f o r  eve r .  
And i f  I stumble i n  c a r n a l  e v i l ,  
hly j u s t i f i c a t i o n  through God's r i gh t eousnes s  

s h a l l  s t and  e v e r l a s t i n g l y  .... 
Even from t h e  p i t  he w i l l  draw f o r t h  my s o u l ,  
And w i l l  d i r e c t  i n  t h e  way my s t e p s .  
In  h i s  compassion he  has  brought me n e a r ,  
And i n  Iris mercy he w i l l  b r i n g  my j u s t i f i c a t i o n ;  
In  h i s  s t e a d f a s t  r i gh t eousnes s  he has  

j u s t i f i e d  me; 
And i n  h i s  g r e a t  goodness h e  w i l l  a tone  f o r  

a l l  mine i n i q u i t i e s ,  
And i n  h i s  s i gh t eousnes s  he will c l eanse  mc 

from man's impur i ty ,  
And from t h e  s i n  o f  t h e  clr i ldren o f  men, 

(flanual o f  D i s c i p l i n e ,  XI. lOff ,  quoted i n  
Black, The S c r o l l s  and C h r i s t i a n  Or ig ins ,  
P *  125, 126.) 

Concerning t h i s ,  D r ,  Millar Burrows remarks: 

"The p o i n t  of  prime importance h e r e  i s  t h a t  
while  man has  no r i gh t eousnes s  of  h i s  own, 
t h e r e  is  a r i gh t eousncs s  which God, i n  h i s  
own r igh t eousnes s ,  f r e e l y  c o n f e r s ,  The 
meaning o f  t h e  r i gh t eousnes s  o f  God i n  Rom. 
3 2 1 - 2 6  i s  thus  i l l u s t r a t e d  and sf~ol.rn t o  be 
roo ted  i n  pre-Chris  t i a n  Judaism. I '  (Quoted 
i n  Black, ?he S c r o l l s  and C h r i s t i a n  Or ig ins ,  
13. 126*] 

Fluch as we would l i k e  t o  d e l i g h t  i n  t h i s  s ta tement  
t h a t  sounds somewhat l i k e  $tie C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e  of  
j u s t i f i c a t i o l a  by grace th rough  f a i t h ,  y e t  we cannot 
he lp  note that t h e  very  foundat ion  of  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
d o c t r i n e  o f  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  i s  lacking i n  t h i s  s t a t e -  
ment, namely '!TIC redevtiorr t l l a t  i s  in Ctlr is t  J e s u s  * ' '  



Ram. 3 ~ 2 4 .  Of course ,  we would no t  expect  t o  f i n d  
~ e s u s  mentioned i n  t h i s  hymn s i n c e  it  belongs t o  t h e  
Old Testament per iod .  But we a l s o  f a i l  t o  f i n d  any 
s ta tement  i n  t h e  Qumran lrlri t ings t h a t  any one o f  t h e  
messiahs of  whom they  spoke would be  d i v i n e  o r  would 
g ive  h imse l f  i n t o  a s a c r i f i c i a l  dea th  f o r  man's s i n s ,  
a s  J e s u s  s o  c l e a r l y  s t a t e s  concerning Himself t h a t  
H i s  blood was shed f o r  t h e  remission o f  s i n s .  ;?latt .  
26:28. 

Living Church, page 93 . )  

\\%en we read  t h e  Elanual o f  l l i s c i p l i n e  and ob- 
s e rve  a l l  t h e  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  Community 
and a l l  t h e  s eve re  p e n a l t i e s  t h a t  were p laced  upon 
i n f r a c t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  r u l e s ,  we a r e  s t r u c k  by t h e  ex- 
treme lega l i sm of  t h e s e  people  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  
f r e e  s p i r i t  o f  s e r v i c e  i n  love advocated by J e s u s  and 
His d i s c i p l e s .  

The Habbakuk Commentary, i n  speaking on t h e  wel l  The ?Jew Testament d o c t r i n e  of  " f a i t h  which 
known passage i n  Habbakuk chap te r  2 :4, "The j u s t  s h a l l  worketh by love,"  Gal, 5 :6,  and t h a t  does no t  need 
l i v e  by h i s  f a i t h s f 1  s a y s :  t h e  coerc ion  o f  t h e  Law t o  b r i n g  i t  i n t o  l i n e , i s  i n  

c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  lega l i sm o f  Qumran. 
"This r e f e r s  t o  a l l  i n  Jewry who c a r r y  ou t  
t h e  Law (Torah). On account o f  t h e i r -  l a b o r  
and o f  t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  him who expounded t h e  
Law a r i g h t ,  God w i l l  d e l i v e r  ellem from t h e  
house of judgment." (Gas te r ,  p .  253.) 

Some t r a n s l a t i o n s  speak h e r e  o f  ' ' f a i t h  i n  t h e  
t e a c h e r  o f  r igh teousness . "  (Howie, The Dead Sea 
S c r o l l s  and t h e  Living ~ h u r c h ,  p .  92  .) However, f a i t h  
i n  t h e  Teaches o f  Righteousness i s  s o m e t h k  e n t i r e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  which t h e  New Testament-means bf 
f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t ,  

"The teacher of  r i gh t eousnes s  t augh t  t h a t  
s a l v a t i o n  c m e  by adherence t o  t h e  Law:  
Keeping a p a r t  from t h e  world, swearing 
a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  Law of Moses, p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
i n  t h e  l i f e  and knowledge of t h e  community, 
was i n  f a c t  t h e  way of sa lva t ion .  F a i t h  i n  
t h e  Teacher of  Righteousness meant acceptance 
of what he  s tood  f o r  and adherence t o  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e s  which he l a i d  down as t h e  t r u e  
ways of r i gh t eousnes s  and j u s t i c e .  I t  i s  
q u i t e  c o r r e c t  t o  s ay  that t h e  s a l v a t i o n  by 
persona l  f a i t h  i n  t h i s  f i y r e  a c t u a l l y  
mourned t o  s a l v a t i o n  by works o f  l a w  which 
Paul so  d e s p e r a t e l y  denied and d e t e s t e d . "  
(Carl  G .  tiswie, 

J e s u s  was a r.Iissionary f o r  Iiis cause and i n -  
s t r u c t e d  His d i s c i p l e s  t o  be  such a l s o .  Th i s ,  t o o ,  
i s  i n  g r e a t  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  s ec lu s ivenes s  o f  t h e  f o l -  
lowers of  Qumran, Any a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e i r  number had 
t o  come of themselves without  be ing  sought .  J e s u s ,  
however, advocated going ou t  t o  seek t h e  l o s t  sheep 
and b r ing ing  them i n  with r e j o i c i n g .  

The Qumran Community had a t each ing  about pre -  
' d e s t i n a t i o n ,  ho ld ing  t h a t  t h e  members o f  t h e i r  Com- 
munity were t h e  e l e c t ,  whi le  a t  t h e  same t ime they  
maintained t h a t  God has orda ined  t h a t  some should be  
t h e  sons  o f  darkness ,  That view amounts t o  dsuble-  
p r c d e s t i n a t i o n .  According t o  t h e  ;dew Testament,  p re -  
d e s t i n a t i o n  i s  no t  sometlaing t h a t  i s  t o  be  looked f o r  
a p a r t  from be ing  c a l l e d  by t h e  Gospel and j u s t i f i e d  
by f a i t h ,  Rome 8:JO, bu t  it is t o  be  a s c e r t a i n e d  by 
t h e s e  very  na rks .  Thc 1Jcw Testament c e r t a i n l y  does 
no t  b i d  anyone t o  seek h i s  p r e d e s t i n a t i o n  i n  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  he  belongs t o  some outward o rgan iza t ion  l i k e  t h e  
Qumran Community t h a t  c la ims t o  be t h e  company o f  
e lec t  people ,  And %he New Testament does not  have a 
doctrirac of  p r e d e s t i n a t i o n  un to  mcmbcrship i n  t h e  band 
of  t h c  sons of  darkness ,  

(turnran speaks o f  r n ~ ~ ~ i a h s ,  as we have a l r eady  i n -  
d i ca t cd - - a t  l e a s t  two, a Elavidic and a p r i e s t l y .  
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These messiahs may well  be simply t h @  anointed priest 
and t h e  anointed king.  The New Testament p o i n t s  t o  
one t r ue  Messiai~. The Qumran messiahs a r e  not  spoken 
of a s  p re -ex i s t en t ,  a s  being God come i n  human f l e s h ,  
nor  a r e  they spoken o f  a s  s u f f e r i n g  messiahs who r i s e  
again from t h e  dead. However, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  
were so-ca l led  messiahs is, i n  a  way, r eas su r ing  t o  
New Testament C h r i s t i a n s ,  f o r  it shows t h a t  the r e a l  
Elessiah was not one who appeared a l l  unexpectedly on 
t h e  pages of h i s t o r y .  The Old Testament speaks of 
t h i s  coming One both i n  shadows and pictures ,  as well 
a s  i n  d i rec t  prophecy.  And t h e  Qumran s e c t a r i s t s  
ev iden t ly  had knowledge of t h i s .  It. i s  s t r i k i n g  t h a t  
we f i n d  t h i s  jus t  a t  t h e  very time o f  H i s  advent i n t o  
t h e  world as t h e  Son of Daivd and David9s Lord, Matt, 
22~41-46,  who a l s o  i s  t h e  High P r i e s t  a f ter  t h e  order 
of' MePchisedic, and not  sf t h e  l ine  of Eevi, Aaron a s  
Zadok. P s .  110:4; Heb. 5:10. The New Testament is  
very exp l i c i t  i n  d e l i n e a t i n g  t h e  genealogy of Chr i s t  
and i n  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  H i s  t eachings  and lIis spotless 
cha rac te r .  This i s  i n  complete contrast t o  t h e  
Teacher o f  Righteousness o r  t h e  messiahs of t h e  Qwn- 
ran  Scriptures. These persons are set  f o r t h  very 
vaguely, and no attempt i s  made to i d e n t i f y  them 
definitely. The Dead Sea Scro l l s  v e i l  persons and 
dates, while t h e  Gospels are as explicit as possible, 

There i s  also a contrast  b e t ~ e e n  C91r i s t i an iL~  
and t h e  Wmran Cornunity in t h e  matter ~f the  eueilo~- 
ity t h a t  i s  adhered t o  in each. In Christianity . 
a u t h o r i t y  i s  centered i n  Christ who rules  thraug:! lies 
Word, t h e  kgsly Scrip&uxaes , gPOne i s  your Master, even 
Christ, and all ye are bretliretl.:' Matt. 2 3 : 8 .  Axd 
Jesus b i d s  H i s  Eslliswers t o  search the Scriptures3 
John 5:39, and t o  continue i n  H i s  Word, which i s  
t r u t h .  John 8:31.32. And He po in t s  t o  the  Ward o f  
H i s  apost les  as t h a t  by which men s h a l l  learn t o  be- 
l ieve i n  H i m ,  John P7:%0, 

The Qumran sectaris ts  also studied t h e  Sc r ip -  
tu res .  A f t e r  a l l ,  every book o f  t h e  Old Testament i s  
represented among the  f i n d s ,  except t h e  Book o f  E s t h e r .  

But alongside of t h i s  tiicy s e t  up otilcr guides,  
namely t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of  tile S c r i p t u r e s  on t h e  
p a r t  of t h e i r  Teacher of  ilighteousness, and t h e  co l -  
lege of  twelve laymen v i t h  t h r e e  p r i c s t s  was a t  t h e  
head of t h e  Qumran Colnmunity. The Ilanual of  D i sc ip l ine  
V I I I . l f f .  reads :  

"In t h e  Council of  t h e  Comunity ( the re  a r c ,  
o r  s h a l l  be)  twelve men and t h r e e  p r i e s t s ,  
p e r f e c t  i n  a l l  t h a t  is revea led  from t h e  
whole Torah. (Quoted i n  Black,  The S c r o l l s  
and Chr i s t i an  Or ig ins ,  page 116 .) 

And wherever a s  many as t en  men o f  t h e  Community 
were toge the r  it was requi red  t h a t  t h e r e  be an i n t e r -  
p r e t e r  of  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  with them. In D r .  hlenahern 
P!ansoorts book, The Dead Sea S c r o l l s ,  we read on page 
106 : 

"The Community was t o  be l e d  t o  s a l v a t i o n  
by a  s e r i e s  of s p i r i t u a l  guides s e n t  by God. 
1. Iqloses was t h e  most important .  I i i s  name 
was so holy t h a t  t h e  Damascus Document f o r -  
b ids  i t s  use  i n  t h e  tak ing  of oa ths .  2 .  The 
second guide was Zadok, t h e  anointed one, 
who presumably founded t h e  s e c t .  3 .  Tile 
Teacher of Righteousness was t h e  t h i r d  guide;  
only through f a i t h  i n  him and f i d e l i t y  t o  h i s  
doc t r ine  could a member be saved,  ' ' 

If by kioses is  meant tllc f i v e  Books of ?loses i n  
the  S c r i p t u r e s ,  we11 and good. But i t  a l s o  appears 
from t h i s  that  o t h e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  are s e t  up bes ides  
t h e  in sp i r ed  S c r i p t u r e s .  In t h e  Nanual of  D i sc ip l ine  
V ,  1-7 we read:  

"They a r e  t o  abide by t h e  dec i s ions  of t h e  
sons of Zadok, t h e  same being p r i e s t s  t h a t  
s t i l l  keep "Lhc Covenant, and of the  major i ty  
of &he community t h a t  s t and  F i r m  i n  i t .  I t  
i s  by t h e  vote of  such t h a t  a11 mat te rs  
d o c t r i n a l ,  ccoraomic arid j u d i c i a l  a r e  t o  be 
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determined." ( P .  46 of Gastes .)  

The kind ~f doc t r ine  t h a t  was incu lca t ed  by t h e  
Teacher of  Righteousness has  a l ready been ind ica t ed .  
h d  we remember J e s u s v  word: "In va in  they do wor- 
s h i p  Me, teaching  f o r  doc t r ines  t h e  commandments of 
men." Matt. 15:9. "Tlley have FIoses and t h e  prophets;  
l e t  them hea r  them." Luke 16:29, 

From t h e  document c a l l e d  91ae War of  t h e  Sons o f  

o f  Darkness and would d e f e a t  them thougla t h e  war 
would be spread over 40 yea r s ,  with 35 years of  a c t u a l  
f i g h t i n g .  The New Testament nowhere b i d s  t h e  Ghris-  
t i a n s  t o  use  phys ica l  arms a s  t h e  means by which t o  
spread C h r i s t i a n i t y .  "The weapons of  our  warfare a r e  
not  carna l . "  2 Core 1 0 : L  

Not long a f t e r  t h e  discovery of t h e  Dead Sea 
S c r o l l s  i t  was s t a t e d  by some t h a t  t h i s  d iscovery  
would r evo lu t ion ize  t h e  New Testament s t u d i e s  and 
change t h e  understanding of it. But t h i s  has not  
ma te r i a l i zed ,  Flil'har Burrows w r i t e s :  

"For myself I must confess  t h a t ,  a f t e r  
s tudying t h e  Dead Sea Scrol ls  f o r  seven 
yea r s ,  I do no t  f i n d  my understanding of  
t h e  New T e s t m e n t  subs tan t ia l ly  affected." 
(The Dead Sea Scrolls, Millar Burrows, 
p *  343.)  

We wish t o  close with another  quo ta t ion  from 
blillar Burrows (page 343) : 

"Is it not  enough t h a t  we can i n t e r p r e t  
t h e  New T e s t m e n t  with more assurance of  
perfect  understanding because we-know 
b e t t e r  the i n t e l l e c t u a %  and s p i r i t u a l  
s e t t i n g  i n  which it was w r i t t e n ?  And, 
knowing more f u l l y  t h e  world i n t o  which 
t h e  Gospel came, i t s  deep devotion and 

h igh  lilopcs as well  as i t s  p a t h e t i c  aber ra-  
t i o n s ,  v!e can b e t t e r  r e a l i z e  what t h e  Gospel 
brought t o  t h e  world. Perhaps t h e  b e s t  t h ing  
t h e  Dead Sea S c r o l l s  can do f o r  u s  i s  t o  make 
us apprec ia t e  our  Bib le  a11 t h e  more be con- 
t r a s t .  " 
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' Adolph M. Harstad 

A TEXTUAL STUDY OF ACTS 2 7 5 7  

?.,[any s t u d e n t s  have a v e r s e  o r  two by which they  
judge manuscripts  and ve r s ions  o f  t h e  Bible .  Acts 
27 :37  t e l l s  o f  t h e  number o f  s o u l s  i n  t h e  s h i p  i n  
which Paul was shipwrecked. 

The number given i n  t h e  King James v e r s i o n  i s  
l t T ~ ~ ~  'fiundred t h r e e  s c o r e  and s ix t een" ,  The p h r a s e s l -  
ogy i s  r a t h e r  a r c h a i c .  The v e r s i o n s  o f  1881 and 1901 
cont inue  t hus  but  with marginal  n o t e s ,  sugges t ing  
v a r i a n t  r ead ings .  

NEB and TEV and Taylor  have t h e  words "two 
hundred seventy  s i x 9 ' .  Wepouth and Beck -use numerals 
"276!' In view of what we s h a l l  discover about 
numerals it would seem desirable t o  use words. 

$ lo f fa t t ,  C .  B. I'iilliams and Schonfield have 
"about seventy s ix" .  Phillips and New lVorld have 
"about two handred and seventy s i x " ,  There are mar- 
g i n a l  no te s  i n  va r ious  ve r s ions .  The 1881 t e x t  has 
t h i s :  "Some anc i en t  a u t l ~ o r i t i e s  read pabout  t h r e e  
score and s ix teen soulse" ' ,  gpte RSV has  a f o o t n o t e ,  
"Some ancient  a u t h o r i t i e s  r ead  seventy s i x  o r  about 
seventy s ix" .  The N e w  World v e r s i o n  h a s  a f o o t n o t e  
informing us of  readings  "two hundred seventy s i x ,  
two hundred seventy f i v e ,  o r  about  seventy s i x . "  

one ve r s ion  r ead  ' 'host:  i n s t e a d  o f  "d iakos ia i"  . 
The United Bible  Soc i e ty  Greek t e x t  of  1966 l is ts  

s i x  read ings  i n  i t s  f o o t n o t e :  

"d i akos i a i  hebdome1;onta hex" (two hundred seventy  
s i x )  by Aleph, C and many o t h e r  manuscr ip t s ,  t h e  
Byzantine t e x t s  and l e c t i o n a v i e s  and some ve r s ions .  

"cliakosiai  hebdomel<onta pen te  (two hundred 
seventy  f i v e )  by A e t c .  

"hos hebdomekonta hex" (about seventy  s i x )  by B 
and one ve r s ion .  

"hos hebdomekontavl (about seventy)  by Epiphanius . 
"d i akos i a i  hebdomekonta" (two hundred seventy)  

by ; ~ S S  . 69 . 
"liebdomekonta hex" (seventy s i x )  by Plss. 522 and 

l e c t i o n a r y  680. 

Bruce Metzger i n  THE TEXT OF THE NEW TESTAEIENT, 
IT'S TWS$lISSION, CORRUPTION AND RESTORATION, N.Y. 
1968, p.  190 says ,  "Sometimes t h e  eye of t h e  s c r i b e  
picked up t h e  same word o r  group o f  words a  second 
t ime and as a r e s u l t  copied twice  what should have 
appeared only  once .... In s t ead  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l l y  ac- 
cep tcd  t e x t  of  Acts 2 7 ~ 3 7 .  "We were i n  a l l  two hun- 
dred and seventy  s i x  (cos) persons  i n  t h e  s h i p  (en t o  
p l o i b ) .  codex Vaticanus and t h e  Sah id i c  Version read  - - 
' about  seventy  s i x t  oc 0s. The d i f f e r e n c e  i n  Greek 
i s  s l i g h t  p lo ioc6s  and p lo iooc6 i .  

I t  i s  noteworthy t h a t  i l e tzger  i s  thus  upllolding 
t h e  reading of  Aleph and t h e  Byzantine t e x t s  over  
a g a i n s t  A and D and t h e  o t h e r  r ead ings .  Beck c a l l s  
Aleph and I3 t h e  two o l d e s t  and Best manuscr ipts  (at 
Hark 1 6 ) .  

? to f fa t t  has a f o o t n o t e  t h a t  one manuscript and 
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"about two hundred and seventy  s i x "  inas~iluclt a s  t h e r e  
i s  nodsuppor t  f o r  t h i s  read ing  given by t h e  U B S  Greek 
t e x t  * 

The INTERPRETERS BIBLE g ives  a  defense  of  "about" 
by say ing  t h a t  "Luke q u a l i f i e s  numbers, c f .  2:41, 9 3 6 ,  
19 : 7" We confer  t h e s e  passages and d i scove r  t h a t  Luke 
2 :41 r eads  "about 3,000 souls" ,  Luke 5:36 r eads  "about 
400 jo ined  Thcudas" and Luke 19 :7 r eads  "about 12 of  
them i n  a l l f 9 .  These can a l l  be accepted a s  round num- 
b e r s .  But on ly  Epiphanius comes wi th  t h e  round num- 
b e r  "seventy" and "two hundred seventy  f i v e "  i s  n o t  
p r c f  ixed  by "about". 

Summary: The foo tno te  by UBS i s  c e r t a i n l y  i n -  
s t r u c t i v e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when taken  wi th  bletzger 's  com- 
ment. I t  i s  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  one v e r s e  can provide  
such v a r i e t y  i n  t r ansmis s ion .  

N. Oesleby 

THE PSALFIS FOR I41IODERN Pw4, TODAYf S ENGLISH VERSION,  
New York. h e r i c a n  Bib le  Soc i e ty .  1970, 
Paperback. 211 pages. No pr ice  l i s t e d  i n  book. 

Five years ago t h e  predecessor  80 t h i s  volume, 
"Good News f o r  1,Iodern Pian The adew T e s t m e n t  i n  TodayPs 
English Version," now g e n e r a l l y  known a s  t h e  TEV, was 
publ i shed ,  and immediately became a  b e s t - s e l l e r ,  
p a r t l y  on account o f  i t s  c o l l o q u i a l  language and 
p a r t l y ,  no doubt ,  on account of i t s  amazingly low 
p r i c e ,  made p o s s i b l e  l a r g e l y  through heavy s u b s i d i z i n g  
Judging by i t s  inexpensive format ,  t h i s  volunie on t h e  
Psalms must a l s o  be low-priced, Like t h e  vo4umc on 
t h e  New T e s t m c n t ,  it i s  i n  paperback format and i n -  
c ludes  a number o f  s imple i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  i lnl ikc t h e  

I<ew Tes t  anent  volume, Zlotvevcr , which mentions D r .  
Robert G .  Dratcfler a s  t h e  c l ~ i e f  t r a n s l a t o r ,  t h i s  
volume mentions no t r a n s l a t o r s  by name. I t  would 
appear  t h a t  some of  tire same men worked on t h e  two 
p r o j e c t s .  I t  i s  a l s o  ev ident  t h a t  t h i s  volu~ile on 
t h e  Psalms i s  t o  be followed by o t h e r  volumes on 
books of  t h e  Old Testament u n t i l  t h c  c n t i r e  Bible  has  
been t r a n s l a t e d .  

A t  f i r s t  it would seen  t h a t  TODAY'S ENGLISI1 
VEIISION would happi ly  f i l l  a  need by making a v a i l a b l e  
t h e  I-loly S c r i p t u r e s  t o  t h e  average r e a d e r  of  today i n  
a  language more c l o s e l y  ak in  t o  t h e  language ire under- 
s t ands  and uses  than  is  t h e  language o f  t h e  King 
Janes  Version. To a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  t h a t  i s  s u r e l y  
t rue,  One need n o t  read  f a r  i n  TIE PSALMS FOR MODElhi 
r46iN t o  come t o  t h e  conclusion t h a t  t h c  language i s  
s imple and down-to-earth - -  sometin~es t o o  much s o .  
And there a r e  some passages t h a t  a r e  wel l  t r a n s l a t e d .  
For example, Ps,  1l9:147a r e a d s :  "Before s u n r i s e  I 
c a l l  t o  you f o r  he lp ."  That i s  c l e a r e r  than  t h e  
King James Vers ion ' s  render ing :  "I prevented t h e  
dawning of  t h e  morning," i n  which one must understand 
t h a t  t h e  word "prevent" or ig i rna l ly  meant "go be fo re , ' '  
and only l a t e r  came t o  mean "!ltinder." There' are a  
fcw o t h e r  v e r s e s  which may bc considered an improve-' 
ment on t h e  KJV;  howeverr, i n  comparison t o  t h e  number 
sf in s t ances  i n  kghich the oppos i t e  i s  t h e  e a s e ,  t hey  
are very  few. 

To t h e  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  r e a d e r  it must soon become 
ev ident  t h a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  Engl ish language i n  t h e  
TEV i s  r a t h e r  Pow. I t  i s  t r u l y  a  l i t e r a r y  "let-down" 
t o  read  a  psalm i n  t h e  TEV a f t e r  having read  it  i n  t h e  
f a m i l i a r  KJV.  I;rhat might occas iona l ly  be gained i n  
understanding i s  l o s t  i r 1  i t s  lack o f  d i g n i t y  and 
p o e t i c  beauty .  

Iiowever, t i t a t  i s  only  :I minor m a t t e r  co~nparcd t o  
t h c  most s e r i o u s  sflosrtcoming of TODAY'S ENGLISI-I VER- 
SIOS: its unre l i ab l i i t y .  I t  i s  t r u l y  dep lo rab l e  t'ilat 
a  t r a n s l a t i o n  of  tIic l3iblc i s  unreliable. Such i s  
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c l e a r l y  t h e  case  with t h e  TEV. A comparison o f  t h i s  
new t r a n s l a t i o n  with t h e  Hebrew t e x t  of  t h e  Psalms 
r evea l s  t h a t  time and again t h e  t r a n s l a t o r s  t ake  
l i b e r t i e s  with t h e  t e x t .  In t h i s  r e spec t  t h e  1'EV i s  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  NEW ENGLISII BIBLE. Repeatedly t h e  NEB 
has t h e  footrlote "Hebrew obscuref o r  "Hebrew u n i n t e l  li- 
g i b l e  ." Choosing a  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  term, "Hebrew 
unclear ,"  t h e  TEV time and again  impresses upon t h e  
r eade r  t h e  a l l eged  u n c l a r i t y  o f  t h e  Hebrew. The e f -  
f e c t  of such a  remark i s  very  damaging, f o r  i t  leads  
t h e  r eade r  t o  conclude t h a t  t h e  Bible i s  an unc lea r  
book, a  viewpoint which i s  a concoction of t h e  d e v i l  
himself .  The u n c l a r i t y  does not  l i e  i n  t h e  Bible,  
but  i n  t h e  minds of those  who would p l ace  themselves 
above t h e  Word of God, i n s t ead  o f  bowing t o  t h a t  Word 
and praying f o r  more l i g h t  and understanding i n  
s tudying it. The r eade r  w i l l  a l s o  n o t i c e  t h a t  f r e -  
quent ly  t h e  footnotes  g ive  preference  t o  t h e  readings 
of  anc ient  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Psalms and r e l e g a t e  
t h e  Ifebrew reading t o  a  footnote .  Furthermore, t h e  
headings o f  t h e  Psalms a r e  e i t h e r  omit ted e n t i r e l y ,  
a s  i n  t h e  NEB, o r ,  i n  a few cases ,  given i n  t h e  foo t -  
no te s ,  This  p r a c t i c e  i s  un fo r tuna te ,  s i n c e  t h e  
headings a r e  included i n  t h e  Hebrew t e x t  and t h e r e f o r e  
ought t o  be r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n s .  

The modernis t ic  b i a s  o f  t h e  t r a n s l a t o r s  i s  ev i -  
dent  from t h e  manner i n  which they handle t h e  hks- 
s i a n i c  passages i n  t h e  Psalms, For example, the  pas- 
sage i n  Psalm 8 which i s  c l e a r l y  quoted a s  r e f e r r i n g  
t o  Je sus  Chr i s t  i n  Hebrews 2:6ff  i s  rendered i n  t h e  
TEV: "\+%a% i s  man, t h a t  you th ink  s f  him; mere man, 
t h a t  you c a r e  f o r  him? Yet you made him i n f e r i o r  on ly  
t o  your se l f , "  (Compare Ps. 8:4,5 i n  t h e  K J V , )  One 
more example must s u f f i c e .  In Psalm l10:1 ,  which 
Jesus  repea tedly  r c f e r r e d  t o  Himself, t h e  TEV be t r ays  
i t s  ant i-Messianic b i a s  i n  i t s  f a i l u r e  t o  c a p i t a l i z e  
where it ought t o ,  and a l s o  a r b i t r a r i l y  adds a word. 
16% r eads :  "The Lord s a i d  t o  my l o r d ,  t h e  king,"  
whereas t h e  King James vers ion  r eads :  "The LORD s a i d  
unto my Lordef t  Note t h r e e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  those  few 
words. F i r s t ,  i t  f a i l s  t o  s p e l l  t h e  name f o r  God 

P 

(Yaliwell o r  Jehovall) with fou r  c a p i t a l  l e t t e r s  when it 
tc r i tcs  I,ord in s t ead  of L(2i7I.l. (1,OIZlj arrd GOD,  when i n  
c a p i t a l  l c t t c r s  only ,  t e l l s  us it i s  llis name, not  a  
t i t l e ,  i n  t h e  K J V . )  Then, i t  f a i l s  t o  c a p i t a l i z e  t h e  
t i t l e  Lord, which i n  t h a t  form app l i e s  only t o  God, 
not  t o  man. By i t s  lack of c a p i t a l i z a t i o n ,  Ithe TEV 
e i t h e r  denies  t h a t  i t  r e f e r s  t o  Jesus  C h r i s t ,  o r  denies  
t h a t  He i s  God, o r  both.  And by i t s  a r b i t r a r y  addi t ion  
of t h e  phrase " the king,"  it ope ra t e s  t o o  f r e e l y  with 
t h e  t e x t ,  a s  it does i n  numerous o t h e r  passages.  In 
i t s  t r a n s l a t i o n  of many passages,  i t  i s  too  f r e e ,  and 
f r equen t ly  lo ses  tllc concre te  i ~ l a p e r y  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
Hebrew. To c i t e  any f u r t h e r  examples would unduly 
lengthen t h i s  review. 

By t h i s  review, t h e  w r i t e r  would not  deny t h e  
usefulness  o f  T IE  PSALFIS FOR !.IOL)ERV F U W .  I t  can 
s u r e l y  have a p l ace  on t h e  C h r i s t i a n ' s  book-shelf.  
lie would, however, urge ca re  and caut ion  i n  reading 
i t ,  and recommend t h a t  t h e  reader  compare passages with 
t h e  rendering o f  t h e  King James Version o r  some o t h e r  
r e l i a b l e  vers ion .  Then he could p r o f i t  from i t s  modern 
language without being l ed  a s t r a y  by i t s  modernist ic  
t heo log ica l  viewpoint ,  

Rudolph E .  I l ~ n s e y  
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GI; 'THE LIU'TY OF C~~KISTIANS I S .  commander1 t h a t  C l ~ r i s t i a n  discipline be cxer-  

TO JOIN K.i CIlTkfODOX LOCAL CONGREGATION* ciscd no t  only by tlte int l ivi t fual  with regard t o  h i s  
fe l low b e l i e v e r s ,  b u t  a l s o  b y  e n t i r e  local  corlgrcga- 
t i o n s  with regard  t o  t h e i r  members (: :atthertl 18 : 15- 118; 

Thes is  1. 1  Cor. 5:9-13; 6 : l - 6 ) ;  

C h r i s t  came i n t o  t h e  tvorld n o t  on ly  t o  save  men 4. exp re s s ly  ordered them t o  provide c a r e  f o r  

bu t  a l s o  even he re  t o  b r i n g  them t o g e t h e r  a s  a con- t h e i r  fe l low b e l i e v e r s  i n  need, phys i ca l  o r  s p i r i t u a l  

g r ega t ion  o f  s a i n t s  o r  a s  a  lloly Church. (John 11:51- (Tlom. 12:13; Acts 6 : l f f ;  4 ~ 3 4 - 3 5 ;  11:19-23);  
52; 10:16; Flatthew 16:18; Eph. 1:22-23; Rom. 12 : s )  

5 f i n a l l y ,  commissioncd them t o  b r i n g  o t h e r s  i n  

Thes is  2. (Fjlattllew.2tl:19-20; Gal. 4 :26) ,  

This  ho ly  Church i s  indeed i n v i s i b l e  and s c a t t e r e d  
over  t h e  whole e a r t h ,  bu t  C h r i s t  wants t hose  who have Thcs is  3 .  

t h e  f a i t h  i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s  and thereby  belong t o  t h a t  
i n v i s i b l e  church,  no t  on ly  t o  confess  t h e i r  f a i t h  I'hoetver w i l l  be  a C h r i s t i a n  t h e r c f s r e ,  is  o b l i -  
openly (Matthew. 10:52-33; Luke 9:26; John 12:42-43; ga t ed ,  i f  and whcn he ha s  t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  do s o ,  t o  

Rom. 10 :9- lo) ,  bu t  a l s o  j o i n  t o g e t h e r  i n  v i s i b l e  j o i n  an orthodox C h r i s t i a n  congregat ion (Acts 2:41-42, 
churches o r  i n  l o c a l  congrega t ions  with t hose  who wi th  47;  tieb. % 0 : 2 4 - 2 5 ) .  

them p r o f e s s  t h e  same f a i t h ,  i n  a l l  p l a c e s  wherever 
t hey  a r e  s i t u a t e d ,  f o r  t h e  Lord has  

Thes is  4 ,  

1. n o t  on ly  i n s t i t u t e d  t h e  p u b l i c  preaching o f f i c e  
o r  p a s t o r a l  o f f i c e  (1 Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4 : l l -12 ;  Acts One becomes a member of a local  congregation e i the r  

20:28),  bu t  a l s o  commanded t h a t  i t  be e s t a b l i s h e d  from 
c i t y  t o  c i t y  ( T i t .  I : § ) ,  and ordered a l l  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  1, thsougir bap"Lrsm admznistered tkzerein (Acts 2 :  

be obedien t  t o  t h e  same (Meb. 13:17; 1 Thess.  §:12-13; 41-4u3, o r  
Luke 10:16; James 5:14);  

2 .  i n  t h i s  manner, t h a t  h i s  p a r e n t s  a r e  o r  be- 

2. p r e sc r ibed  t h e  admin i s t r a t i on  and j o i n t  u se  o f  come members of  a. congregat ion,  provided t h a t  he ,  ab- 
t h e  Holy Sacraments, which presume an outward fe l low-  though already bap t i zed ,  i s  no t  of  age and t h e r d o r e  

s h i p  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  wi th  one another  (1 Cor. 12:13; 11: s t i l l  under p a r e n t a l  a u t h o r i t y  (Acts 2:39 ((Compare 

20-22; 1 0 ~ 1 7 ) ;  Gen. U : 7 ,  12-14)) ;  Mark 10:P4; E p h S  6~11-31, o r  

3 .  through r ecep t ion  i n  t h e  same upolr request 
( 3  John 9-10).  

&~heses from the brochure by Dr. C. F. W. Walther, 
"VON DER PFLICHT DER CHRISTEN, SICH AN EINE 
RECHTGLAEUBIGE ORTSGEMCINDE GLIEDLICH ANZUSCHLIESZEN." 
St. Louis. Anyone who $ 9 ~ 5  n o t  !c ish t o  be  affijiated w i t 1 1  2 
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l o c a l  congregat ion o f  h i s  con fe s s ion ,  even though he  
has  oppor tun i ty  t o  do s o ,  o r  s e p a r a t e s  himself  from 
it even though he remains w i th in  reacli of t h e  same, 
o r  anyone who neve r the l e s s  does no t  wish t o  be a mem- 
be r  even though he was i n  f a c t  made such through bap- 
tism o r  through t h e  en t r ance  o f  h i s  pa ren t s  i n t o  
membersllip be fo re  he became of  age - -  such an one a c t s  
i n  an u n c h r i s t i a n l i k e  manner, walks d i s o r d e r l y ,  and i s  
t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  ca se  he  r e j e c t s  a l l  admonition, n o t  t o  
be regarded as a b r o t h e r ,  nor  i s  he  t o  be t r e a t e d  as 
such (1 John 2:19; 2 Thess.  3 : 6 ) .  

Thesis  6 .  

Subsc r ip t i on  t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  congre- 
ga t ion  is  merely a good human requirement ,  tlrrough 
1%7hich those  subsc r ib ing  do n o t  f i r s t  become members o f  
t h e  congregat ion,  b u t  a r e  merely r ece ived  i n t o  t h e  
number o f  t h o s e  members ol the  congregat ion who are o f  
age and belong t o  i t s  Church government (1 Cor. 14:40;  
Col. 2 5 ) .  

Thes i s  7, 

mase W I ~ Q  indeed p a r t a k e  06 t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  
m i n i s t r y  provided and supported b y  the local  congre- 
g a t i o n ,  bu t  not  on ly  do no t  wish t a  belong t o  t h e  eon- 
g rega t ion  but  a l s o  are no t  w i l l i n g ,  even though able ,  
t o  c o n t r i b u t e  anythiang i n  any way toward the suppor"tf 
t h e  s m e  and 31% t h a t  p e r t a i n s  to it, act  c o n t r a r y  t o  
God's clear Nor$ (Luke 10:s-9; 1 Cop, 9 :%3,  44; Gal, 
6 :b ;  2 Cor, 8 : % 3 ,  14a); the re fo re ,  i n  case they  da 
nos: allow themselves t o  be i n s t r u c t e d ,  t i l e  privi leges  
of  C'tlaistian congregat ion members ase n o t  t o  be aa- 
corded .$laem, 

t i a n s  ii410 are no t  members of t h e  l o c a l  congregat ion 
should r e c c i v e  i t s  p r i v i l e g e s ,  who a r c  undertaking a 
journey,  o r  who come from d i s t a n t  p l a c e s  wllere t h e r e  
i s  e i t h e r  no congregat ion a t  a l l  o r  l e a s t w i s e  no 
orthodox one, o r  i n  ca se  t hey  have been pu t  under t h e  
ban u n j u s t l y  (1  P e t e r  5 2 ;  Acts 2 0 : 2 8 ;  1 P e t e r  4:15; 
Romans 12 :13 ;  3 John 5-10; John 9:34-39) .  

The above translation is intended to be a modest con- 
tribution toward present discussions. The translation 
is from the second edition of Dr. Waltherfs brochure, 
dated 1893. The brochure is referred to in Dr. F. 
Pieper's Christliche Dogmatik 111, 485, Christian 
Dogmatics, 111, 421. 

A. V .  Kuster 



l o c a l  congregat ion o f  h i s  con fe s s ion ,  even though he  
has  oppor tun i ty  t o  do s o ,  o r  s e p a r a t e s  himself  from 
it even though he remains w i th in  reacli of t h e  same, 
o r  anyone who neve r the l e s s  does no t  wish t o  be a mem- 
be r  even though he was i n  f a c t  made such through bap- 
tism o r  through t h e  en t r ance  o f  h i s  pa ren t s  i n t o  
membersllip be fo re  he became of  age - -  such an one a c t s  
i n  an u n c h r i s t i a n l i k e  manner, walks d i s o r d e r l y ,  and i s  
t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  ca se  he  r e j e c t s  a l l  admonition, n o t  t o  
be regarded as a b r o t h e r ,  nor  i s  he  t o  be t r e a t e d  as 
such (1 John 2:19; 2 Thess.  3 : 6 ) .  

Thesis  6 .  

Subsc r ip t i on  t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  congre- 
ga t ion  is  merely a good human requirement ,  tlrrough 
1%7hich those  subsc r ib ing  do n o t  f i r s t  become members o f  
t h e  congregat ion,  b u t  a r e  merely r ece ived  i n t o  t h e  
number o f  t h o s e  members ol the  congregat ion who are o f  
age and belong t o  i t s  Church government (1 Cor. 14:40;  
Col. 2 5 ) .  

Thes i s  7, 

mase W I ~ Q  indeed p a r t a k e  06 t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  
m i n i s t r y  provided and supported b y  the local  congre- 
g a t i o n ,  bu t  not  on ly  do no t  wish t a  belong t o  t h e  eon- 
g rega t ion  but  a l s o  are no t  w i l l i n g ,  even though able ,  
t o  c o n t r i b u t e  anythiang i n  any way toward the suppor"tf 
t h e  s m e  and 31% t h a t  p e r t a i n s  to it, act  c o n t r a r y  t o  
God's clear Nor$ (Luke 10:s-9; 1 Cop, 9 :%3,  44; Gal, 
6 :b ;  2 Cor, 8 : % 3 ,  14a); the re fo re ,  i n  case they  da 
nos: allow themselves t o  be i n s t r u c t e d ,  t i l e  privi leges  
of  C'tlaistian congregat ion members ase n o t  t o  be aa- 
corded .$laem, 

t i a n s  ii410 are no t  members of t h e  l o c a l  congregat ion 
should r e c c i v e  i t s  p r i v i l e g e s ,  who a r c  undertaking a 
journey,  o r  who come from d i s t a n t  p l a c e s  wllere t h e r e  
i s  e i t h e r  no congregat ion a t  a l l  o r  l e a s t w i s e  no 
orthodox one, o r  i n  ca se  t hey  have been pu t  under t h e  
ban u n j u s t l y  (1  P e t e r  5 2 ;  Acts 2 0 : 2 8 ;  1 P e t e r  4:15; 
Romans 12 :13 ;  3 John 5-10; John 9:34-39) .  

The above translation is intended to be a modest con- 
tribution toward present discussions. The translation 
is from the second edition of Dr. Waltherfs brochure, 
dated 1893. The brochure is referred to in Dr. F. 
Pieper's Christliche Dogmatik 111, 485, Christian 
Dogmatics, 111, 421. 

A. V .  Kuster 




